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sroxereouecema | Report: American c. n lagging 
BETWEEN FARRAKHAN 
e 


AND JEWISH LEADER 


NEW YORK (AP)— Jewish leader 
Edgar Bronfman and Nation of Islam 
leader Louis Farrakhan met last year in 
an attempt at “quiet diplomacy” 
arranged by CBS newsman Mike 
Wallace, The Wall Street Journal 
reported. 
The paper said the meeting last May 
was, by all accounts, cordial. But days 
later, Farrakhan chilled any rapproche- 
ment with remarks that Bronfman found 
objectionable. 

Farrakhan has criticized Judaism and 
accused Jews of being slave traders and 
demeaning blacks through alleged 
control of Hollywood. 

During a “60 Minutes” broadcast in 
April, Farrakhan offered again to meet 
with Jewish leaders, as he has done 
previously in his Chicago hometown. 

Wallace took the initiative, and after 
being rebuffed by some Jewish leaders, 
found Bronfman—who heads the 
Seagram liquor dynasty and the World 
Jewish Congress—willing to take part. 

But two days after the dinner 
meeting, Bronfman and his wife broke 
off the dialogue, saying they were 
offended by something Farrakhan said 


WASHING- 
TON, D.C: i= 
Record numbers 
of unin-sured 
children, dra- 
matic increasesin 
child abuse and 
neglect, and ris- 
ing child firearm 
deaths prompted 
Children’s De- 
fense Fund (CDF) 
President Marian 
Wright Edelman 
today to warn that 
“if America does 
not stand up now 
for its children, it 
will not stand 
strong in the new 
millennium.” 

“If America’s 
children are to 
grow up educated 
and productive, 
they must have a healthy start in life 


in a speech. The nature of the obje 
able remarks was not clear; the 
Bronfmans declined to be 


need 
to grow and thrive, healthy commu- 
nities that allow them to walk safely 
toschool, itytolearn 


interviewed. cd he was 
never at ease in brokering the deal and 
Wouldn't do it again, the Journal said. 


JACKSON APPEALS 
FOR EQUALITY 
BETWEEN RICH AND 
POOR SCHOOLS 


CHICAGO (AP)—Americans must 
stop asking cash-strapped schools to 
substitute skilled management for 
adequate funding and start narrowing 
the financial gap that separates them 
from rich schools, civil rights leader 
Jesse Jackson says. 

“Houdini management style is no 
substitute for resources,” Jackson said 
during conference that drew educators 
from across the country began. “You 
can always find some fragrant flower in 
the middle of the mess. But by and 
large, you can’t teach Internet where 
you can’t plug in a light bulb.” 

Jackson set the stage with a bus tour 
starting at affluent Glenbrook South 
High School and moving on to a school 
in south suburban Posen where most 
pupils are from welfare families 

The expedition by the educators and 
such dignitaries as Sen. Tom Harkin, D- 
Towa, and Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio, 
saw sharp contrasts in the schools and 
ended up inspecting a computerized 
classroom at the Cook County Jail. 

Jackson, who leamed after the tour 
öf his grandmother’ s death, opened the 
conference by recalling that she had 
never attended school in her life but 
‘nice brought him magazines discarded 
by the family in whose home she 
worked. 

‘Among ways to upgrade schools, 
Jackson recommended a more active 
interest on the part of parents as well as 
higher pay for teachers and repair of 
crumbling buildings. 

Fema 


unimpaired by untreated vision, hear- 
ing, and health problems and by vio- 
lence, abuse, and neglect,” Edelman 


despite econor 


said. “It is unconscionable that every 
day in America, 16 children die from 
gunfire, 8042 children are reported 
abused or neglected, and 3,300 chil- 
dren lose private health insurance. 
CDF’s annual report, The State 
of America’s Children Yearbook 
1997, analyzes child and family well- 


ant S Pag 


being in a range of areas. The report 
jotes several years of encouraging 
improvements in key indicators in- 
juding teen birth rates, youth homi- 
Teide arrest rates, and immunization 
Tates. In the introduction to the re- 


“port. 
T See CHILDREN LAGGING/page 3 
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Every Day in America 


13 children are homicide victims. 

16 children are killed by firearms. 

187. infants die. 

1316 children are arrested for vio 
lent crimes 

1403 children are arrested for drug 

abuse. 

1466 children are bom to mothers 
who had late/ no prenatal care. 

1788 children are bornat low birth 


weight 
1,420 children are bom to teen 
mothers 
1,788 babies are born without health] 
insurance. 
12,556 children are bom into pov 
erty. 


3,356 children drop out of high 
school every school day. 

3 children are bom to unmar 
ried mothers. 

[5,702 children are arrested 

18,523 children are reported abused 

or neglected. 
100,000 children are homeless. 
o health insurance 


10 million ha’ 
14.7 million live in povert 


Rally encourages community to build beyond 
rap violence; fight outside elements 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


BROOKLYN. to 


the event which began with a church 

service, opening with a’song by the 

Love Fellowship Tabernacle Choit 
7 na C 


Love ip Tabernacle, aea 


the deaths of Tupac Shakur and the 
Notorious B.I.G. (a/k/a Biggy Smalls, 
Christopher Wallace), the NAACP 
sponsored a rally against violence, 
attracting over 200 persons to the 
Love Fellowship Tabernacle Church, 
including well-known musical art- 
ists, community workers and clergy. 

Hezekiah X. Walker, pastor of 


vice-presidentofthe Brooklyn Youth 
Council, NAACP, gave the audience 
greetingsand reminded themthatone 
of the words in the NAACP’s name is 
“advancement” 

“Advancement is a very strong 
word,” Baptiste said. “Itmeans ‘move 
forward,’ which is what we are doing 
tonight, taking a great step towards 


advancement, by coming here tonigh! 
gathering together to stop the 
Nee and. startthe foye 4 
{ \, Therally alsofeatured poetry from 
[a group call the Vibe Khameleons, a 
song from the first lady of Love Fel 
lowship Tabernacle, Monig 
Walker, end remarks from sı 
clempy assembled. Outside wasatal 
of ihformation for those wishing tc 
join the NAACP. 

Last week, ABC’ Primetime L 
noted that the FBI were following 
Biggy Smalls on suspicion of rack- 


mover! 


red 


oa 


East/West gang rivalry. NAACP 
MetroRegional Branch Director Hilda 


Rodgers, m ames 


f the black co 


seeCommunity fightsviolence/page5 


Newark honors Tuskegee Airmen on 50th 
anniversary of Armed Forces integration 


The City of Newark paid tribute 
tothe “Tuskegee Airmen” onthe 50th 
Anniversary of the integration of to 
the United States Armed Forces. The 
luncheon and awards program, spon- 
sored and underwritten by City Na- 
tional Bank, was held in the City Hall 
Atrium. 

“It is a privilege to have this op- 
portunity to honor these historic avia- 
tors who have done so much for the 


only how to get a salaried job but how 
to invest as well —“alternative 
economic systems with a major in 
apitalism,” he said. Most of all, more 
cesources are needed for poor schools, 
Jackson said. 

Jackson said he knew that many 
school officials have heard such calls to 
ction before but said that’s no excuse 
to give up. “Dare to cast off the 
shackles of cynicism and disbelief,” he 
said. He said youngsters must be taught 
to “challenge the outer limits of the 
system — not just be the best in it but to 
challenge the outer limits.” 


NIKE HIRES YOUNG TO 
REVIEW NEW FACTORY 
CODE OF CONDUCT 


BEAVERTON, Ore. (AP)—Nike 
has hi UN sS 


cause of ii ” James said. 
“Despite the bigotry they encoun- 
tered, they did not allow themselves 
to be denied the opportunity to serve 
our country at a critical time in his- 
tory. Their contributions broke for- 
ever the myths that allowed segrega- 
tion, inequity and injustice to exist 
with a thin veil of legitimacy.” 

The program opened with a color 
guard salute by members of Newark’s 
Guyton-Callahan Post 152 of the 
American Legion, followed by the 
“Star-Spangled Banner,” sung by re- 
tired petty Officer Jim Cava of the 
US. Navy, and “Lift Every Voice 
and Sing,” by Cynthia James, man- 
ager of the Newark Office of Boards. 

Reflections of the Tuskegee Air- 
men experience were given by 
Howard Bragg, one of the original 
Tuskegee Airmen. Award presenta- 
ti James. 


Andrew Young and his GoodWorks 
Intemational group to review a new 
code of conduct for the shoe and 
apparel company’s overseas factories. 

The move is part of Nike's efforts to 
combat criticism that working condi- 
tions at the factories, particularly those 
in Indonesia and Vietnam, are inhu- 
mane. Nike said Young will explore and, 
eval-uate the code of conduct first hand 
and whethersub-contractors are 
complying with it. 


The Tuskegee Airmen were the 
first African-Americans to train and 
engage in battle as fighter pilots dur- 
ing World War Il. These aviators 
fought against Hitler’ s notorious 
Li Air Force's 


greeted with 
skepticism/ 
optimism 


For nearly three decades, educa- 
tion, and its future in New Jersey has 
been the centerpoint of much debate 
and legal wranglings. New Jersey 
has a 120-year-old constitutional 
guarentee of children receiving a 
“Thourogh and Efficient” education 
regardless of residency, which has 
beencomplicated, some say, because 
the state has since evolved into 600 
independent school districts, each de- 
termining its own curriculum. In 
1990, the State Supreme Court or- 
dered the state to create equal fund- 
ing forall school districts, particular- 
ly with the 30 special needs districts 
whose funding has been below that 
of more affluent ones. . By 1994 
however, the State Supreme Court 
had to seta deadline by December 31 
of last year. Then last May, the State 
Department of Education released a 
report on new core curriculum stan- 
dards which drafters say will ensure 
the constitutional requirement of 
“Thorough and Efficient” public 
schools. Still, ithas stirred up a huge 
controversy about what the Whitman 


“Where it can be a 
problem I think, is 
that it sets up 
comparisons that 
are sometimes 
unfair, and I think 
that is a concern of 
the special needs 
districts. If it is a 
diagnostic to 
improve 
curriculum, then I 


i n approve. 


Administration’s true motives are. 
Critics say that the curriculum is a 
way to get around the matter of equal 
funding, and cite Whitman’s push 
for charter schools and school vouch- 
| ers as examples of how she is trying 
| to undermine the public school sys- 
tem. 

According to a report released 
last May, the new curriculum de- 
scribes what students should know 


very important program. The 
Tuskegee Airmen led the way in de- 
segregating the United States Armed 
Forces, something we take for granted 
today.” 

They returned home with a total 
of 150 special medals of honor, in- 
cluding Distinguished Flying Crosses, 
Legions of Merit, and The Red Star of 
Yugoslavia. The Tuskegee Airmen 
were training at Tuskegee Army Air 


revolutionary integration of all its 
units, which ledto integration through- 
out the Armed Services. 

Edward Wright, chief financial 
officer of City National Bank, said, “I 
am playing that City National Bank 
has the opportunity to underwrite this 


have always been known as the 


THE CITY OF NEWARE 
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abling more than 600 boxcars, loco- 
motives and other freightand passen- 
get cars, and sinking one destroyer 
and 40 other boats and barges. 
Throughout that time, the Tuskegee 
Aitmen never lost a bomber to enemy 
fighters. 

“In 1941, the United States Air 
Force had no African-Americans in 
ranks. That is when the Tuskegee 
Aifmen unit was formed. By the end 
949, a total of 7,402 African- 
AMericans were still serving in all- 


‘merly all-white 


Tuskegee Airmen. black units. However, 11,456 were 
During World War II, the  set¥inginmixed-race units and 7,033 
Tuskegee 


batrecord thatincluded shooting down 
111 enemy aircraft, destroying an- 
other 150 aircraft on the ground, dis- 


units, By the end of 1951, the last all- 
black service unit was dissolved, and 


Honorees from the Hannibal 
Killer Cox Chapterare: John Beamon, 
Howard Bragg, Mary Copeland, 
Roscoe Dabney, Thomas Highsmith, 
David Hinton, Joseph Lee, Tom 
Mayfield, Nathan Munford, Edward 
Reese, James Thornton, George 
Watson Sr., Honorable Samuel Scott, 
Dr. Clarence Brown. 


Honorees from the Claude B. 
Govan Chapter are: Cass B. Freeman 
Jr., Edward M. Jenkins, Andrew J. 
Keyes, Donald W. Lang Sr., George 
S. Reed, Lucious N. Riley, Thomas 
Tindall, George Wanamaker, Marla 
Andrews accepting for father, 
Lawrence Everett Dickson, Charles 


the Air integrat 


and be able todo academically. Over 
the next few years, the content stan- 
dards will be further defined through 
he attachment of performance tasks 
and levels which will be determined 
as they are intergrated into the state 
assesment program. The new tests 
for the fourth grade as well as the 
current Early Warning Tests for the 
eighth grade and High School Profi- 
ciency Tests (HSPT) for the eleventh 
will be affected by the new standards. 
In time the standards will define of 
New Jersey’shigh school graduation 


requirements. 
Training on the new fourth grade 
test for school officials does not begin 


until mid to late April, so it is still not 
completely clear what the test en- 
tails. Many school administrators in 
the area, however, welcome the idea 
of the early tests. “They changed the 
tests to be more of a problem solving 
approach, so that’s good,” said Dr. 
Beverly Hall, Newark Superinten- 
dent of Schools, a position she cur- 
rently holds after a state takeover of 
the Newark public school system, 
one of the special needs districts, to 
improve the schools there. “I think 
we have toa ourselves and see 
how we do in comparison to other 
schools, but for me to predict (how 
the plan will work in Newark) would 
be unfair, because we had just gotten 
here, and we have to train teachers to 
deliver instruction different before 
we begin to see gains in learning, and 
that is what's difficult for the public 
to understand. 

“Teachers have been teaching one 
way, (and) we have been getting one 
set of results,” she continued. “We 
have to come in , we have to work, do 
the professional development with 
all levels of staff so they change the 


See NEW CURRICULUM/page 5 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 27 


PLAINFIELD—Membersofthe Plain- 
field Senior Service Center are in- 
vited to a Birthday Party. For more 
information, call 908-753-3508. 


NEWARK—Training session forvol- 
unteers of the Newark Literacy Cam- 
paign at the Newark Public Library. 
For more information, call 201-623- 


MONDAY, MARCH 31 

PLAINFIELD—News and support 
group, “The Round Table” at the 
Plainfield Senior Service Center. For 
more information, call 908-753-3506. 
ETH! 
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a THURSDAY, APRIL 3 


JERSEY CITY—Mary Murphy of 

ProjectSTART at the Jersey City 
Medical Center will speak on date 
rape at Jersey City State College. 
For more information, call 201-200- 
3189. 


WAYNE—“Earthworks,” an art form 
developed by American and Euro- 
pean artists in the late 1960s, will be 
the subject of a lecture at William 
Paterson College. For more infor- 
mation, call 201-595-2654. 


MONDAY, APRIL5 


BLOOMFIELD—Bloomfield 
College's Center for Adult Learning 


ELIZABI ‘NAACI ir 
annual Black College Tour For more 
information, call 908-353-0041. 


for classroom music teachers in el- 
ementary, middle and high schools. 
Atthe Westminster Arts Center. For 


Explorer children's Museum 
receives $9,900 from Veterans 


Jan C. Scruggs, Esq., founder and 


president of the Vietnam Veterans 


Memorial Fund (VVMF), recently presented a $9,900 checkto The Jersey 


Explorer Children’s Museum in Ea: 


st Orange to help fund the cost of 


bringing the exhibit, “Vietnam Memories—Stories Left on the Wall,” to 


children’s museums throughout t 


he United States. The VVMF also 


UPPERMONTCLAIR—! 
for“English as a Second Language” 
program at Montclair State Univer- 
sity. For more information, call 201- 
655-4353. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 1 


JERSEY CITY—Classes beginning 
forTai Chi Chaun, an ancient martial 
art, at Hudson County Community 
College. For more information, call 
201-714-1735. 


BLOOMFIELD—Internationally ac- 
claimed diversity expert Jane Elliott 
willvisit Bloomfield college. For more 
information, call 201-748-9000, ext. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2 


WAYNE—Interactive television (ITV) 


ext. 561. 


WEST ORANGE—Conference, 
“STROKE: The Continum of Care”. 
At Kessler Institute for Rehabilita- 
tion. For more information, call 201- 
731-3900, ext. 2372. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 10 


JERSEY CITY—Course, “The Iden- 
tification and Reporting of Child Abuse 
and Maltreatment” at Jersey City 
State College. For more information, 
call201-200-3157. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 24 


HACKENSACK—The NJ Million Man 
March Coalition will havea statewide 
meeting 4 pm at Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church, 260 Central Ave. For more 


son College, Hasbrouck Heights High 
School, Westwood High School, or 
School #26 in Paterson. For more 
information, call201-595-2436. 


Il (201) 489-6888. 
SATURDAY, MAY 17 


WHITE PLAINS, NY—The Volun- 
teer Center announces their Sth An- 
ihoni 


WAYNE—Adult to ease 
transition into college begins. At 
William Paterson College. For more 
call201-595-2521. 


[ 1 
at White Plains High School. For 
more information please call (914) 
948-4452. 


Association of Black women lawyers to 
host Jazz brunch for scholarships 


___ Princeton —The iation of 
Black Women Lawyers of New Jer- 
sey, Inc. (ABWL) will host its annual 
Scholarship Jazz Brunch and Afri- 
can-American Vendor Exhibition on 
Saturday April 29 from 10:00 a.m. to 
i:00 p.mo The event will be held at 
the Holiday Inn, 4355 Route 1 South 
and Itidge Road in Princeton, Music 
will be provided by jazz band D-For. 
Several African-American vendors 


willbe sellin, including 

art, books, jewelry and collectibles. 
The donation is $30.00. The pro- 

ceeds will go to scholarships to ben- 


by The Jersey Explorer Children’s Mu- 


seum, The National Park Service, and New Jersey Youth Corps ang 


AmeriCorps at Jersey City State College. Len Swan, vice pi 


Muhlenberg regional medical center's 
pediatric unit hosts sea-faring celebration 


Several members of the Muhlenberg community participated in the 
ribbon cutting ceremony. (From left to right) John G. Nolan, Jr., senior 


of the 


Lauren Martina, past 


Marie Tittmann, 


Chapter 510 of Vietnam 
presented the check. 


‘America, Serie 


Freeholders honor YAM 


PLAINFIELD—Union County 
Freeholder Walter McNell, Jr., 4th 
from right, presents resolutions to 
some of the members of the Youth 
Action Movement (YAM) of Plain- 
field, a group of African American 
men dedicated to “giving back to the 
community.” 

“The Million Man March in 
Washington, D.C. in 1995 was the 
inspiration for the formation of this 
group, established by 12 youth lead- 
ers from Plainfield,” said Freeholder 
McNeil, also a Plainfield resident. 
“These young men are committed to 
our children, by providing mentoring, 
tutoring, and vari- 


efit deserving Afric 
male law students in the three New 
Jersey law schools 

For further information| please 
contact Deirdre Webster, President, 
Association of Black Women Law- 
yers, (609) 29.2-7375. 


g 


ous sporting activities. Over 3,000 
youths have been helped by programs 
citywide. What a wonderful group of 
positive role models forourchildren.” 
Members of YAM are: Martin Cox’) 
Tim Cox, Shawn Cox, Payton 
Hines, Albert Mills, Greg McCray, 


è Black Church Arsons 


® Attack on Affirmative Action 


Elliot Simmons, David Wynn, Barry 
Young, Clement Curry, Samuel 
Gault, and Joffrey Hill, Esq. Also, 
Kevin Puryear, Joe Hawkins, 
Muqtadir Shabazz, Maurice Bow- 
ers, Leslie Chambers, Brian Doyle, 
Tony Lewis, Herbert Sheftel, 
Connell Spady, Tyrone Willis, John 
Batman, Randolph Hunter, Rich- 
ard Perkins, Clinton Jones, and 
Donald Pretty. 


ppe, 


Martin, pr, pediatric patient; John R. Kopicki, president and CEO; 
Jonathan Castillo, past pediatric patient; and Clement Maccia, M.D., 


chief of Pediatrics. 

Mulenburg's regional Medical 
Centerrecently openedi its newly; reno- 
vated Pediatric Unit. A ril 


our physicians and nurses with a 
warm, calming environment condu- 


ceremony preceded acelebration that 
was attended by special invited guests, 
physicians, Board of Governorsmem- 
bers, employees, volunteers and sev- 
eral pediatric patients. The new 1 9-bed 
unit, designed with an aquatic theme, 
accommodates children up to age 18. 
It features an aquarium filled with 
fresh water fish, as well asa variety of 
blue and aqua tinted paint, borders 
that have illustrations of fish and 
marine plants, and other maritime 
decorations. 

“We decided that an aquatics 
theme would be inviting and soothing 
to children of all ages and their par- 
ents,” says Lynn Knapp D’Esmond, 
R.N., assistant vice president at 
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen- 
ter. “The opening of our new unitnow 
couples the expert care provided by 


O A ~ 
FINALLY, A HOME EQUITY 
LINE OF CREDIT 
THAT GIVES YOU 
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS. 


q pediatrie 

In addition, each single room in- 
cludes a recliner that converts into a 
bed, so that a parent can stay with a 
child throughout his or her visit. “Our 
Patients have responded very posi- 
tively to the single-room concept,” 
says Ms. D’Esmond. “When the par- 
ent can spend the night in the same 
Toom, it’s very comforting for the 
child.” 

The play area is located near the 
nurses station by a large sand 
castle-like structure with the aquarium: 
built into a window on one side and a’ 
television located on the opposing 
side. 

“While the children enjoy the 
play area, the parents can be com- 
forted knowing that there will always 
be a skilled caretaker nearby,” says 
Ms. D’Esmond. 
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Inyestors Savings’ Homeowners Equity Line of Credit, witha 


e Rise in Hate Groups 


fixed introductory rate for 3 or 5 years and money-saving benefits. 


Here’s simply one of the smartest, easiest ways to free up the equity in your home and have 

the money to do the things you want. It’s Investors Savings Bank’s Homeowners Equity Line 

of Credit, and it features both a low rate anda list of extraordinary benefits. Just look at the 

advantages you get at Investors Savings: 

+ The comfort of a fixed rate for your choice . 
of 3 or 5 years. 


No points. 


Now more than ever 

Black People $ 
= need the 
Black Press 


i í + No appraisal fee. 
+ After the fixed-rate period, variable-rate 


payments of only 1% over the prime rate . 
for the life of your loan. 


No application fee. 


+ You don’t have to be a current customer 


+ The possibility of significant tax advantages.** of Investors Savings Bank to qualify. 


* Based on the current prime rate of 8.25% +1% margin. 
** Interest is usually tax deductible; please consult your tax advisor, 


r to application. your credit line and 


1% over 
Maximum APR is 15%. 


Longer-term fixed-rate equity loans are also available. 
Getan ication at your hood office 
or call our Loan Origination Department; 


1-800-252-8119 
Donu fom le bal! 
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New trial attempt for Mumia Abu-Jamal 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


NEWARK-—In the spirit of 
Women’s History Month, the Aljira, 
acenterforcontemporary arts, played 
host to a presentation March 15 by 

‘Mumia 


questioned his guilt and the circum- 
stances surrounding his conviction, 
In June of 1995, Gov. Tom Ridge 
signed his death warrant which was 
to be carried out on August 17 of that 
year, prompting a massive campaign 
against the execution resulting in a 


Abu-Jamal, currently on death row 
for the 1981 murder of Philadelphia 
police officer, a crime many believe 
and mounting evidence may provehe 
did not commit. About fifty persons 
attended the event, which also was a 
celebration of his new book Death 
Blossoms, and was held during the 
same week when even more informa- 
tion was released that would help his 
case even more. 

“Because there has been some 
very serious and very urgent things 
that we think that people need to 
know about, we saw the need to try 
and bring some of those things to- 
gether for those of us doing work in 
the community,” said Zayid 
Muhammad of Frontline Artists and 
the event host. 

Abu-Jamal, areporter who wrote 
often on police brutality and miscon- 
duct, particularly in regards to the 
Philadelphia Police Department, was 
driving a cab on December 9, 1981 
when he saw his brother being ac- 
costed by Police Officer Daniel 
Faulkner. During the ensuing melee, 
Abu-Jamal was shot and critically 
wounded, and Faulkner was killed. 
Abu-Jamal was charged with the mur- 
der and eventually convicted. Many 
people and groups, however, have 


stay 
to be carried out. 
Abu-Jamal’s lawyers have been 
working to win Mumia a newtrial on 
the grounds that that the first one was 
rigged. Last fall, Veronica Jones, 
who was a prostitute facing heavy 
charges at the time of the shooting, 
testified that in exchange for immu- 
nity from prosecution, she was co- 
erced into falsely testifying in the first 
trial that she saw Abu-Jamal kill 
Faulkner. After leaving the stand she 
was arrested in the courtroom for a 
outstanding bad check charge in New 
Jersey where she currently lives, and 
her new testimony was discarded by 
Judge Albert Sabo, who said it 
wouldn’t make a difference in Abu- 
Jamal’scase. Two weeksago, Pamela 
Jenkins, another then-prostitute 16 
years old, came forward to say that 
She was dating former Phi 


duct, was the first to link Abu-Jamal’s 
case to this case. Abu-Jamal’s law- 
yers filed a motion to the State Su- 
preme Court asking that her state- 
ments be added to the official case. 
The event featured women like 
Amina Baraka, Denine Collins, and 
N’Jie Ashe giving strong renditions 
of poemseither penned by themselves 
or others. Frederica Bey, of the Anti- 
Lynching Campaign and Women in 
Support of the Million Man March 
also spoke to the crowd, saying that 
the two organizations she is a part of 
is “1000 percent...on the need to pull 


Abu-Jamal out of the belly of the 
beast.” She spoke also about main- 


Children lagging 


from page 1 


faining the pı spirit long 
after this fight is done. “The poetry 
‘that is here that electrifies and ener- 
gizes us, our children have to hear 
that,” she said. 

Gov. Ridge has recently said that 
if these attempts to secure a new trial 
are unsucessful, he will immediately 
sign another death warrant to be car- 

‘tied out thirty days later. On Sunday 
‘April 27, a national rally is planned 
in support of Abu-Jamal. 


OXFORD, MS. (AP)—James 
Meredith, the first black to attend the 
University of Mississippi, will do- 
nate his papers to the college March 
21 at a ceremony in Oxford. 


Jor Robert Khayat will speak at the 
ceremony. Meredith’ s collection will 


JAMES MEREDITH TO GIVE 
PAPERS TO OLE MISS 


Meredith and Ole Miss Chancel- » 


‘troops were ordered onto the 
“campus.Meredith, recovering from 
prostate cancer surgery, graduated 
‘in 1963 with a degree in political 
“science. 

*  Thecollectionincludessomeear- 
ly drafts of Meredith’s 1966 book 
“Three Years in Mississippi” and 


police officer Thomas Ryan who of- 
fered her $150 to make up a story that 
she was walking the streets at the time 
and saw Abu-Jamal shoot the officer. 
Ryan was from the 39th precint, the 
centerpoint of a police corruption 
scandal that has so far led to over 160 
sentences being dismissed, and 
Jenkins, the third person to come 
forward with a story of police miscon- 


beon display at the Williams Library. 

“Tt is a tremendous honor for me 

to have my papers at Ole Miss,” 

Meredith said. “I’m looking forward 

to being introduced to the university. 
again.” 

Meredith’s enrollment at Ole 


years of segregation at the school. 
His entrance also sparked a night 


Miss in the fall of 1962 ended 114 
W Meredith endorsed David Duke, the 


of rioting. Federal marshals and of Louisiana. 


correspondence with political and 
business i inthe United States 
and Africi 
Other items in the collection are 
from Meredith’ s political campaigns 
Jan speeches.Meredith worked from 
1989-91 on the staff of U.S. Sen. 
Jesse Helms, R-N.C., In 1991, 


\ex-Ku Klux Klansman, for governor 


——+ 


Edelman calls for urgent action at all 
levelsto protect children against erod- 
ing health coverage and growing abuse 
and neglect. She writes that CDF’s 
priority in 1997 will be to raise public 
awareness about what children need 
to get a healthy start in life, including 
health coverage for the nation’s 10 
million uninsured children in work- 


foster care hit 468,000 in 1994 - a 16 
percent increase since 1990. An 
American child dies from gunfire 
every 92 minutes. U.S. children un- 
der 15 die from gunfire at a rate 12 
times higher than the combined rates 
of 25 other industrialized countries. 
With one in five children living be- 
low the poverty line, children remain 
the poorest group of citizens in 
America. Although economic recov- 


ing families, as well as protection of 
the netformillions of 
children and pregnant women. 
“Child health coverage is a solv- 
able concern that will make a differ- 
ence in the lives of millions of chil- 
dren,” Edelman said. “ “It is long past 


eryhasbegun 
child poverty with the number of poor 
children falling — from 15.3 million 
in 1994 to 14.7 million in 1995 —the 
child poverty rate remains much 
higher than in other western indus- 


time for Amer rychilda 
healthy start and we urge the Presi- 
ent the: Congress, states, and busi- 

hild health 


and almost twice 
decorate (21 percent compared 
with 11 percent). Although teenage 

ildbeari ined since 1991, 


coverage now.” The ne report re- 
veals that: 

Nearly 10 million American chil- 
dren - a record number - lack health 
insurance. (Nine out of ten uninsured 
children live in working families.) 
About 1.2 million children will lose 
private health insurance each year. 
Unless action is taken now, 12.6 mil- 
lion children will be uninsured by the 
year 2000. 

Child protection agencies con- 
firmed the abuse or neglect of 996,000. 
children in 1995 (most recent data 
available) - about 112 children every 
hour - an almost 25 percent increase 
since 1990. The number of children in 


a growing portion of births are to 
unmarried teens. In 1994, only one in 
fourteen mothers was married. How- 
ever, the birthrate among unmarried 
Black girls declined in 1994 for the 
third consecutive year. Only one in 
four American children graduates 
from college. U.S. high school gradu- 
ation rates are no longer improving - 
one in seven children does notreceive 
ahigh school diploma or the equiva- 
lent by age 24. 

CDF’s report warned that the 
nation’s ability to build on some of 
the recent progress or address some 
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OPINION 


MARCH 26-APRIL 1, 1997 


EDITORIAL 
Make this year the year 
of the black women 


What would we do without Black women, so often ignored, and 
maligned by song and word. She who has been steadfast in her support 
of her family. Yet we don’t know her. In part, because she has only 
revealed herself to us through others. 


Itis time that we renew our commitment to recognized the Black 
women for! her strength i inholding our family, churches, andcommu- 
nity together. It’s time we recognize her for who she is and what she 
wants to be. Even when she was ignored, she persisted in giving of 
herself so that her family could grow. 

This month, this year, should be a special case for us to declare 
the “Year of the Black Woman,” our symbol of strength and loyalty. 
We love you for helping to make our way. 


; Letters 
Dear Editor: 


Twenty-four state legislators (12 Republicans and 12 Democrats) 
are members of law firms or other businesses involved in automobile 
insurance claims. Skyrocketing auto insurance rates puts more money in 
their pockets. One of the biggest dippers of them all is the Senate President 
Donald DiFrancesco. 

DiFrancesco said, “The people of New Jersey have elected 
representatives who, like themselves, work for a living and thus best reflect 
their interests and needs in Trenton.” 

In my judgment the 24 lawmakers from our automobile insurance 
pools are in violation of New Jersey’s conflict of interest law; and the 
Legislative code of Ethics. 

Lurge Governor Whitman to appoint an independent counsel for 
possible criminal activities. Any person who wants a complete list of the 
24 Bad Guys should send a self addressed, stamped envelope (business 
size) to Bad Guys List, c/o Tom Caslander, 123 Lionshed West, Wayne, NJ 
07470. 


Thomas Caslander 


Dear Editor: 

Again the Newark Main Postal Facility is being targeted as of April 26 to 
lose (excessing) 108 postal employees due to 100 level 6 and 8 level 4 
jobs loss. Newark is a predominant African-American and Latino/ 
‘American community and it appears that a blatant form of racism is at 
work. The Newark Facility is slowly being dismantled and gutted and 
leaving the city further in poverty. The youth of Newark will never have 
the opportunity to these decent paying jobs. Poverty is man made and this 
is a clear example of that, and it is being done by the Federal Government 
(USPS). There is no greater way to fight anti-poverty than with jobs. We 
the local NJAL/APWU appeal to local, state, and federal elected officials 
to assist us in this effort to stop the destruction of an institution and a city. 


William E. Frazier 


White women confess to False claim 


ABERDEEN—Finally, the catis 
out of the bag The unlucky “Black 
Cat” of sex and racism in the U.S. 
Army, has been let out of the bag. 

Last week at the Aberdeen Army 
Proving Ground, north of Baltimore, 
five White women—all Army pri- 
vates—nervously stood holding hands 
before an arsenal of cameras and mi- 
crophones. They were introduced by 
Kweisi Mfume, President of the 
NAACP. Their story was shocking, 
and it conjured up memories of the 
courageous battles fought by Black 
Press Pioneer, Ida B. Wells. 

Wearing their green Army fatigue 
uniforms (one woman wore civilian 
clothes) the five White women con- 
fessed that they had been coerced into 
filing false rape charges against Black 
drill sergeants at Aberdeen by Army 
investigators, when in fact the sexual 
relations they had were consensual 

Last November in these pages, 
we reported that the widening scan- 
dal involving Army drill sergeants at 
the Aberdeen base and at Ft. Leonard 
Wood near St. Louis, MO looked 
suspicious, because practically all the 
accused sergeants were Black men, 
and practically all of their accusers 
were White women 

Atthe beginning of the 20th Cen- 
tury, Ida B. Wells was a crusading 
editor and publisher. She fought 
againstthe incessantlynching of Black 
men throughout the South. A founder 
of the NAACP, she was especially 
furious at White women who would 
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yell rape, when caught in the arms of 
their Black lovers. Such a charge too 
often resulted in a death sentence for 
the Black men. Ms. Wells was re- 
warded by having her printing press 
in Memphis, burned to the ground. 

Members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus and the leadership of 
hernational organization have heeded 
the call of the Rev. Janice Grant, 
President of the Hartford County 
Maryland chapter of the NAACP, 
and principal investigator of the bo- 
‘gus rape charges against several Black 
drill sergeants. the Rev. Grant prom- 
ises even more shocking revelations 
in the near future. 

There are many sad ironies in the 
sex-race scandal at Aberdeen and 
other recruit training bases in the 
Army. One irony, more painful than 
the shame and ruined careers suf- 
fered by those Army supervisors 
who've been accused of rape or sex- 
ual harassment, resulted in a loss of 
life 

That death—the suicide of a 
Black drill sergeant who was 
drummed out of the Army after hav- 
ing been wrongfully accused by a 
White recruit who the five women, 
who came forward, all knew to be an 
habitual liar—actually led to these 
currentrevelations of official wrong- 
doing by Army investigators. 

Realizing that their own unjust 
accusations could be potentially as 
harmful to the drill sergeants they 
had accused, these White women de- 
cided to tell the truth, shaming them- 
selves, their families, and in the case 
of one of them, her children, by ad- 
mitting that they willingly had sex 
with Black men. 

On a broader scale the break- 
down inside all service branches that 
has resulted in widening sexual rela- 
tions among members of military 
units must be worrisome to the 
Pentagon’s top brass. Whether it’s 
men or women having sex with per- 
sons of the opposite sex to whom 
they are not married, or men having 
sex with other men, or women hav- 
ing sex with other women, the con- 
cem is the same. 

Intimate relations among mem- 
bers of “combat uate re out of 
place in a cı y struc- 


By Congressman Jesse L. 
Jackson, Jr. 


America is a nation in need of 
entertainment and the media knows 
how to provide it. You want movie 
entertainment? Gosee “Independence 
Day.” You want sportsentertainment? 
You can have the best (Michael Jor- 
dan) and the worst (Dennis Rodman) 
on the same team. Rodman under- 
stands entertainment. You want race 
entertainment? “Here-e-e-e’s O.J.” 

In fact, race entertainment is be- 
coming increasingly popular. Name 
another subject that could give 
Geraldo Rivera the same television 
viewer ratings or Rush Limbaugh the 
same radio listenership. O.J. Simpson 
has given virtual rise to a new enter- 
tainment network “R.E.T.,” Race En- 
tertainment Television. 

Talking about race and racial rec- 
onciliationis becoming the “in thing,” 
even politically acceptable. The na- 
tion responded positively to Presi- 
dent Clinton’s discussion of racial 


diversity in his inaugural address on 
Martin Luther King, Jr's Holiday and 
again in his State of the Union ad- 
dress. Speaker Newt Gingrich fol- 
lowed with a call for new ideas to 
solve the problems of race, drugs and 
illiteracy. 


not of men and women. Personal 
views are just that, personal views, to 
which everyone is entitled. They are 
irrelevant, however, with regard to 
being nation of laws. This principle 
should not be difficult to accept. All 
of us wantto live in and work toward 


= Race entertainment 


Lincoln Memorial looking east to- 
ward the Capitol and the Congress 
and spoke to them about our nation’s 
budget priorities, and about economic 
justice as the path to racial justice in 
the substance of his speech. He talked 
abouta promissory note...a check that 

had and 


Nobody in the media 
just about the O.J. Simpson verdict. 
They want to talk about what the O.J. 
Simpson verdict is revealing about 
the current state of race relations in 
America. The fact that the O.J. 
Simpson trial is being used as the 
“news hook” to talk about race in this 
country isa sign of just how far off the 
pointand out of context the medium— 
and much of our political leadership— 
is with regard to grappling with the 
issues of race in America. 

The O.J. Simpson verdicts them- 
selves are not that complicated. As- 
suming the rules of the judicial system 
in Los Angeles and Santa Monica 


asociety I protection un- 
der the law is the norm and our judi- 
cial system is trusted, obeyed, re- 
spected and accepted. This should be 
all there is to the O.J. Simpson ver- 
dicts. 

So how do we get from the OJ. 
Simpson verdicts, to race relations, 
to race entertainment? By dealing 
with symbols over substance, and 
talk over action! 

President Clinton stood on the 
steps of the Capitol looking west to- 
ward the Lincoln Memorial -- the 
spot from which Dr. King gave his 
famous speech in 1963 -- when he 
gave his inaugural speech and paid 


were fair and followed: donly the 


President Clinton 
ism, but notto 


appeallate process will det 
that—we must accept both verdicts if 
we are to live in a nation of laws and 


spoke to p 
economic substance. 
Dr. King stood on the steps of the 


marked “insufficient funds.” But Dr. 
King refused to believe that the bank 
of justice was bankrupt, and said that 
there would be neither rest nor tran- 
quillity until the promissory note was 
made good. 

The White House and both Demo- 
crats and Republicans discuss that 
same promissory note, that same 
bounced check, and that same bank of 
justice using other terms. Now the 
false bankruptcy is called balancing 
the budget or a Balanced Budget 
Amendment. 


Next week, part 2 of race enter- 
tainment, analyzes the balanced 
budget amendment from different 
points of view. 


Clinton's educational priority are wrong 


Carolyn L. Bennett, Ph.D 


Roofs leak and the paint peels 
lead. Ceilings fall down over dank 
and dirty rooms. The lighting is poor 
and the plumbing is out of order. 
Toilets are unclean and bathrooms 
unsafe. Graffiti is on the walls. There 
is no landscaping. No trees. No play 
or communal areas. Tall ugly fences 
circle what seem like prison yards. 
Classrooms cold in winter swelter in 
summer. Schools falling down in dis- 
repair demand priority. Local school 
districts and states are falling down 
on the job. And the President’s edu- 
cation budget priorities are wrong. 

The Federal education budget 
must respond to reality, not politics. 
While courts agree that education is 
local business, they also say that fix- 
ing up school facilities is an educa- 
tional matter that is constitutional. In 


The President prefers tax ea for 
higher education—tax cuts to further 
drive up the costs of already inflated 
college tuition and to protect major 
colleges and universities from serious 
competition in the higher education 
market place. 

Mr. Clinton’s education priorities 
are wrong. They are wrong because 
they ignore fundamentals. Letting 
some schools fall farther into disre- 
pair undermines the struggle to learn 
in elementary and secondary school 
and increases the economic, psycho- 
logical and learning gaps betweenrich 
and poor. 

Several reports in recent years 
attest to the fact that the president’s 
education funding priorities are wrong 
in not responding to the area of great- 
est need. Sixty percent of the nation’s 


hookups the President keeps talking 
about. They had problems with haz- 
ardous asbestos, poor indoor air qual- 
ity, poor heating and no air condi- 
tioning. 

Twill take $112 billion to repair 
and upgrade U.S. school facilities to 
“good” condition, said the General 
Accounting 

Office, a data gathering agency 
under the Congress. The President 
proposes a $5 billion subsidy for 
school construction bonds over four 
years. But this proposal won’t shore 
up, repair and maintain the walls and 
toilets. Itwon’tpay forongoingrecord 
keeping about conditions in schools. 
‘And it won't keep schools in good 
condition. What it will do is support 
a separate but equal doctrine. 

In the region where I live, there 


110,000 public and sec- 
ondary school facilities need major 
repair, said a report by the 

ington-based Education Writers 


rich and poor school districts, the 
courts told Texas and Ohio that suit 
able facilities are important for a cori- 
stitutionally acceptable education sys- 


The U.S. Congress agreed, in its 
turn, It enacted a law called the Edu- 
cation Infrastructure Actof 1994, Title 
XIl of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. The Act would shore 
up the school houses, butitlanguishes 
for want of ” 


Association. 


'hools standing empty 
because some parents don’t want their 
children going to them. There are 
other schools crowded to the gills 
and in disrepair because the system 

Joesn’t i l 


The worst i prob- 
lems are in poor, minority, inner-city 
arid rural school districts, said sepa- 
raté reports by the EWA and other 
education data-gathering organiza- 
tions. Their surveys found that dis- 
tricts least able to pay for repairs were 
most likely to be ignored. 

Poor schools needed not only ba- 
sic repairs but adequate electrical and 


resident's 
attention. 


iring to supportlabs and 
those computers, satellites and cable 


going to other schools. School sys- 
tems coerced by parents draw and 
redraw district pod to: maintain some 
parents’ 


states, the GAO report found expen- 
ditures on facilities all over the map: 
per pupil expenditures ranged from 
$6 to more than $2,000. Ten states 
keptno records on the status of school 
facilities. Twenty-three kept no 
records specifically on school house 
conditions. 

One need only look at the report 
cards of rich and poor districts to 
conclude that, among other things, 
the condition of the school house 
matters. It makes a difference to a 
student’s feeling about himself and 
about his community and school and 
about his personal sense of commu- 
nity. It matters when all around the 
poor student are other schools in 
luxury. 

Clean and open spaces also teach 
lessons about discipline and hygiene 
and aesthetic appreciation of free 
space with books and places to learn. 
They help in the development of an 
open and inquiring mind that stays 
the course of lifelong learning. 

“We cannot expect our children 
to raise themselves up in schools that 
are literally falling down,” the Presi- 
dent said in the State of the Union 


schools broken down and needy and 
others affluent and prosperous in ev- 
ery way. And many states don’t take 
up the slack left by local districts. 
The average state spent no more 
than $104 per pupil on repair and 
upkeepof facilities in 1994. Inthe 50 


speechhe hisedu- 
cation budget on the road. 

“With the student population at 
an all-time high and record numbers 
of school buildings falling into disre- 
pair, this has now become a serious 
national concern,” he said. 


Prisoners who do deserve a break 


to the extent that what 
Sharon D. Berry is i likely to shock the conscious and 
insult the ilities of the typical, 


I would like to respond to the 
article written by George Willis, “Pris- 
oners who Don’t Deserve A Break”. 
This article was full of contradic- 
tions, half truths, and the usual “main- 
tain the status quo”, conservative, 
bureaucratic bunk that typifies the 


rather “lock up” people, than accept 
any type of culpability for the escala- 
tion of crime, and refusal to take on 
any “proactive positions” to elimi- 
nate crime in the country. It makes 
one wonder whether this attitude | 
would be so wide spread if the jail’s 
housed 80% white males as opposed 
to 80% black males in this country. | 
As the present politicians play on | 
the fears of the publicandespouse the | 
il k-i ishthem 


everyday, ofdinary decent minded 
citizen, no longer even register as 


| offensive, abnormal or unacceptable 


to some people here. It dehumanizes 
you to the extent where you are no 
longer sensitive about what you 


| should be sensitive about. It is an 
current political mindset that would ` 


extreme refinement in cruelty under 
the guise of “correction”. It is actu- 
ally an extreme form of social, psy- 
chological 


emotional, mental 


“powers 
that be” to fairly and humanely pun- 
ish those people of color who have 
committed crimes. 

Supermax and control unit pris- 
ons are inhumane. Animal activists 
would never allow locked up animals 
in the zoo to be subjected to the type 
of atrocious, heinous and cruelty that 
these men have to face everyday. And 
then Mr. Willis states, “recidivist are 
back inside with 3 years.” What does 
he expect? How can a human being 


Jems that prisoners of war have when 
they return home from being cap- 
tured in the enemy camps. 

These prisons are really modern 
day concentration camps! Everyone 
inthemare notkillers. Prisoners don’t 
have to benecessarily doing anything 
severely wrong to get in them, except 
not being liked by the officers in 
charge. The greater majority who are 
locked down this way will be released 
without any type of psychiatric treat- 


everyday common 


je of tort 


big house or any 


slowly eroded through a desensitiz- 
ing process. 

He further states: “This facility is 
infested with vermin, particularly 
mice and cockroaches. We are often 
served bread that has been partially 
eaten by mice. Foreign objects such 

rat excrementete. is 


and then punish them some more, | 
neverlet ‘em go, build more jails, and | 
warehouse more people” asaresponse | 
to a system that has truly created 
much of the crime that we have to deal 
with, there is no public outcry. Why? 
Because the public isn’t allowed the 
opportunity to know what is really | 
happening in many of these modern _ 
Supermax jails, control units, and pris- 
ons in general. The public is told “half 
truths” and out right lies, and are not 
given the opportunity to form any 
opinions that are based on truth. 

Mr. Willis has the audacity to 
state, eee a precondition of re- 
to the re- 


ture: they are bad for ‘morale, and 
they undermine discipline and au- 
thority. 


gime of faa e: which 
Supermaxes teach to the teachable”. 
Let me share with you an excerpt 


often discovered in the food. The 
surface of the trays often times con- 
tain a dark, crud, bacteria, fungous 
Jike substance as if mold is growing 
on the surface of the trays indicating 
that the trays are not being properly 
cleaned or are beyond cleaning. Here 
the human mind can become so de- 
based, so dehumanized, and sink so 
low that if one isn’t careful, there is a 
tendency to adjust, conform, and ac- 
custom oneself to a standard of living 
that is lower than that which exists 
within the animal kingdom. This is 
the adverse affects of long-term Sen- 
sory Deprivation. Itisaformofphysi- 
cal, social and psychological torture 
and it pushes many say-respecting, 
Tational thinking decent minded men 
and womentoa quest for excitement, 


So, after th 
punished in these cases, the brass 
must be afraid that this is not just the 
tip of the iceberg in the ranks of the 
Army green, but may be symptom- 
atic ofaserv 


these Supermaxed prisons: And he: 
states, “The effects of this long-term 
isolation and Sensory Deprivation 
experience upon many here in the- 
center de- 


bymenand women serving together- 
fighting together—that affects per- 
sonnel also wearing the Navy white, 
the Air Force blue, and the Marine 
Corp Khaki. 


serves a special mention. Few people 
leave here better off for their experi- 
ence with Sensory Deprivation. Even 
fewer leave here the men they were 
when they first arrived. Many here 
seem tobe thoroughly dehumanized, 


acts of and to the most 
extreme points of paranoia.” 

There are things that this brother 
has written to me that I dare not write 
here as it would offend the sensibili- 
ties and sensitivities of those who 
think that they can allow the “correc- 
tional institutions” the leeway tojustly 
and humanely punish people. Espe- 
cially people in the African Ameri- 
can and minority community who 
have thrown up their hands in des- 


outof healthy, 
functional and civilized human be- 
ings? Research shows that men who 
have been incarcerated for over 3 
years develop a condition known as 
“post traumatic stress disorder”, and 
they demonstrate the same types of 
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inter- 
vention of any type. A prisoner today 
is a free man or woman tomorrow. If 
society should fearanything, it should 
be afraid of the people that these 
prisons are creating, after they leave 
prison. 
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EGGHUNTS 
AREA 
WELCOME 
SPRING RITUAL 


Egg hunts are part of spring ritu- 
als that go back long before there was 
© an Easter. Primitive people were sur- 
prised and intrigued as they watched 

* an inanimate egg hatch into a living 
creature, and searched their surround- 
ings for these visible signs that 
winter’ s bleakness was giving way to 
spring’s rebirth. 

Eggs became symbolic of Easter 
as ancient spring customs were inter- 
woven with new religious rituals and 
beliefs. In fact, the word “Easter” is 

' derived from the name of the Teu- 
~ tonic goddess of spring. 

Through the centuries, cultures 
around the world have commemo- 

"rated the mystery and surprise of the 
egg as a symbol of spring and new 
life. Pe popular of these 


By Daryle Lamont Jenkins 


discussion, legal fights, and to the 
approvaland rousing applause ofrresi- 
dents assembled in the chamber, the 
City Council unanimously approved 
final passage of the juvenile curfew 
ordinance. 

By a 7-0 vote, the council ap- 
proved the ordinance, scheduled to 
go in effect April 6, following ap- 
proval by the mayor. Under the ordi- 
nance, no one under the age of 18 will 
be allowed in or upon any public 
place oron the premises of any estab- 
lishment inthe city between the hours 
of 10:00 PM until 5:30 am. Minors 
are also barred from these places dur- 
ing the hours when school is in ses- 
sion, unless they are officially ex- 
cused by school authorities. The law 
also makes it unlawful for parents, 


rituals celebrating the egg is associ- 
ated with the “Easter Bunny.” The 
Easter Bunny came to America from 
Germany, where children are told the 
bunny actually lays beautifully 
hand-painted eggs for them to find in 
the grass. Inatwist on the tale, French 
parents tell their children a hare hops 
to Rome, acity with religious signifi- 
cance, to bring back the eggs scat- 
tered on dewy spring lawns. 
American families continue the 
tradition of the Easter Bunny by 
searching for treat-lined baskets and 
eggs. The most well-known Ameri- 
can Easteregg huntis the White House 
Easter Egg Roll, first held in 1887, 
where thousands of children roll 
brightly-colored hardcooked eggs 
down a grassy slope and hunt for 
souvenir wooden eggs signed by ce- 
lebrities who visit the White House. 
Today, few people expect to find 
a priceless Hee egg when they 


and 

knowingly allow minors to break 
curfew or be truant from school. 
Violators of the ordinance will be 
subject to fifty hours of community 
service and/or fines up to $1,000. If 
there is a violation of more than three 
times, minors can be charged as a 
delinquent under the Code of Juve- 
nile Justice, and the matter may be 


PLAINFIELD—After years of 


referred to the state juvenile authori- 
ties as a “juvenile family crisis”. 
The residents that spoke were 
highly supportive. Kay Cotignola 
who in the 1970s gathered 600 signa- 
tures in a push for a curfew, only to 
see it defeated. “I waited twenty-one 
years for this,” she said. “Ifwe would 


Juvenile curfew ordinance approved 


ity (PMUA) maintaining and operat- 
ing the city’s sewer system. The 


and avert disastrous situations as there 
were in past years, the basins were put 


astabled 
at the meeting until the regular ses- 
sion, where by a vote of 6-1, it was 
approved. Councilman Urquhart 
voted for the creation of the PMUA, 
a thinks in the best interest of 


Berkley Heights 
officials have blocked the flood 
project. Two Union County Freehold- 
ers expressed the Berkley Heights 
sentiment that the township does not 
want to, in the words of President 


havehad years ago, thatit Dunn “becomeacontai basin.” Hillside’ 
we wouldn’t need more room in jail" wasnotgoingtob transition, FormerC Frank M. Meeks i 
or but no ives have been pro- II of the Green Brook Flood Control | ways I welcome it. 


New curriculum 
greeted with 
skepticism/ 
optimism 


continued from page one 


way they deliver instruction, then the 
students I think will improve.” 


council for the conditions the city is 
in, saying that children would have 
otherwise been in schools or work- 
ing, instead of causing mischief. 
Murray Roberts, another long-time 
resident, was in agreement, saying it 
hasbeen “along time coming”. It was 
former Councilwoman Feheemah El- 
Amin, however, whoreceivedastand- 
ing ovation after her remarks. She, 
along with First Ward Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Urquhart championed the 
ordinance in the early 90’s, amid ob- 
jections from various groups. “We 
didn’t have very much support,” she 
told the council and attendees. “AS 
times (went on), everything changed. 
I think it will make a difference.” 
The meeting wasn’t without its 
debates, however. Last Tuesday, 
there was a special meeting at Plain- 
field High School concerning the 
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Author 


posed. The nay vote came from Sec- 
ond Ward Councilman Robert 
Ferraro, who suggested the system 
could be put in the hands bs private 
industries and al: 


spoke on the matter, supporting an 
amendment to the resolution that 
would make it stronger and more spe- 
cific. “Having been on the commis- 


over the fact that the public wasn’t 
allowed to speak at the regular meet- 
ing on the matter. A resident made an 
attempt to voice his opinion on the 
matter, as he had expressed his sup- 
port forthe curfew ordinance. Coun- 
cil President Malcolm Dunn cut the 
resident short, advising him that any- 
one in the public that wanted to ad- 
dress the issue could do so during the 
reserved time at the end of the meet- 
ing. Dunn earlier reminded Council- 
man Ferraro that the special meeting 
at the high school was called to hear 
the public on the matter. 

Another issue addressed was that 
of the retension basins in Berkley 
Heights. In order to contain floods 


sion for hree years,” he said. 
“[’m not going to stand by and let the 
township of Berkley Heights block 
the project. He notes that of the seven 
acres to be used in the project, only 
half is in Berkley Heights. Fourth 
Ward Councilman James Green and 
Councilman-At-Large Joseph Scott, 
Sr. have attended meetings on the 
matter and Council President Dunn 
reminded those assembled that the 
“freeholders enjoy their positions be- 
cause our votes.” He supports the 
project and does not want to run the 
risk of no flood control. “Bottom 
line,” he said, “if we don’t do this, 
look for the boats on Front Street 
again.” 


E py Mariya heroa ean! Marilyn Herod 


ORANGE—Jazz fever was in 
the air as the Youth bands gave a 
roaring performances like the winds 
of March at the Peppermint enter- 
tainment Complex located in Orange, 
last saturday, March 15. An ca 


Easter egg punite SEEN through 
Grandma’s landscaping to find what 
goodies the Easter Bunny has hidden. 
Most modern egg hunters prefer their 
eggs to be chocolate and their chicks 
to be marshmallow. 


MADISON AVE BLOCK 
ASSOCIATION CALLS 
ON GUARDIAN 
ANGELES FOR 
PROTECTION 


PLAINFIELD—On Saturday 
March 29, 1997, 12:00- 4 p.m., at 
Centennial Hall of Mublenberg Re- 
gional Hospital, Madison Avenue 

” Block Association invites all Com- 
munity, Civic and Church organiza- 
tions to participate ina dialog with the 
Guardian Angels. 

This discussion is open to the 
general public, however representa- 
tives from neighborhood organiza- 
tions, Plainfield and Union County 
law enforcement agency representa- 
tives will be given priority. 

Pleasecontact Tom Turner, Presi- 
dent, Madison Avenue Block Asso- 
ciation at 908-757-4971 for reserva- 
tions and general information. 


‘DIABETES’ MORE 
THAN WHAT 
PEOPLE THINK 


Reading abook. Walking the dog. 
Haying a healthy heart. 

Many of us take these simple 
things for granted. However, foreight 
million Americans, the chance that 
these will be taken away is quite real. 
That’s because half of the 16 million 
people in the United States with dia- 
betes have it and don’t know it. Un- 
fortunately, many won’t be aware of 
their diabetes until the onset of one of 
its complications such as heart dis- 
ease, stroke, vision loss, kidney dis- 
ease and lower limb amputations. 

As the number of people over the 
age of 50 grows, diabetes will accel- 
erate in all populations. This serious 
disease can develop because of age, 
being overweight, inactive, or be- 
cause of a family history of diabetes. 
Already, half of all diabetes cases are 
found in people older than 55, and 
diabetes affects more African Ameri- 
cans, Latinos, Native Americans, 
Asian Americans and Pacific Island- 
ers, Diabetes is becoming a public 
health issue that is too serious to 


On Tuesday, March 25, 1997, the 
American Diabetes Association de- 
voted its volunteer energies on the 
“American Diabetes Alert,” aone-day 
call to action to identify those who 
have diabetes and don’t yet know it. 
That’s morethan 250,000 people right 
here in New Jersey. 

If you are over 45, overweight, 
and get little or no exercise, you may 
be at high risk. Call 1-800-DIABE- 
TES (342-2383) for a free copy of a 
paper and pencil risk test. Don’t be 
blind to diabetes. It’s too serious to 
ignore. 


ence of over 
musicians play at the jazz a“ 
A youthful Note” presenteed by the 
Jazz Institute of New Jersey (JINJ), 
formely The Jazz Institute of New 
Brunswick 

Jazz enthusiasts and others 
seemed enchanted by the band per- 
formances from Newark s Universi- 
ty High School Jazz Band, 
Philadelphia’s Mount Airy Cultural 
Jazz Center, and The Jazz Institute 
Youth Ensemble of New Jersey. 
There were a string of instru- 
ments heard from the ringing of the 
horns to the beating of the drums. 
Everyone was in tune to the jazz 
melodies. 

Jazz artist and special guest pia- 
nist Duke Anderson was another 
highlight. He has performed with 
jazz greats suchas Count Basie, Dizzy 
Gillespie and Miles Davis. Ander- 
son taught music to artists James 
Moody. Woody Shaw among others. 
Joe Gregory gave a jazzy sing- 
ing and dance performance to popu- 
Jar tunes. JINJ’s own faculty with 


continued from page one 


“People have written you off,” 
Rodgers said to the young people in 
the audience. “They say that you are 
not going to succeed. They say that 
you will live a life of despair and 
you're destitute, but in New York 
State, they’re building prisons, not 
programs for you.” 

Rodgerscontinued: “Go outthere 
and get paid...I don’t mean by drugs 
violence and guns. I mean you get 
paid by developing yourself with 
goals, with skills, with aspirations, 
and when you get it nobody can take 
it away from you.” 

Mtume, whose song “Juicyfruit” 
was sampled by Smalls in the song 
“Juicy”, was a passionate and well- 
received speaker who pointed out 
that black music has been under as- 
sault for decades. He cites examples 
such as a whole new generation of 
young artists coming up without a 
working knowledge of how to play 
aninstrument, and big name musical 
groups such as the Commodores, the 
Supremes, LTD and others falling 
apart after their lead gisas left their 


Jazz Institute of New Jersey _ 


pianist Radam Schwartz, vocalist 
Carrie Jackson and founder a 
pit on trumpet played their yout 
not 

"The Jazz Institute have provid 
music lessons to youth ages 8 to 18 
years since 1989. Some students have 


moved on to higher education with » 


the assistance of the Institute. The 
Institute’s mission is to preserve jazz 
as America’s contribution to music 
culture and educational opportunities 
to students to study the history of jazz 
from its roots in African culture to the 
21st century. The Institute encour- 
ages excellence in music education. 

Kareem Greene, a student of the 
Youth Ensemble said, “My feelings 
toward this program is nothing but 
positive.” Ihave been in this program 


Community fights Violence 


puppets,” he said, however. “I want 
you to watch the puppeteers. They 
made it big business for us to talk 
about our own destruction...We’ve 
got to put the pressure of a tourniquet 
on those record companies. We are 
all sad and busted out about the deaths, 
of course, but you know whose going 
to go to the bank next week, when 
(Biggy Smalls’) album drops?” 
Ford, who helped form the Code 
Foundation with Tupac Shakur to 
combat the problems in the commu- 
nity posed a challenge to the audi- 
ence. “It is about time, brothers and 
sisters, that we begin to commit our- 
selves to ourselves,” she said. She 


also dismissed the notion of afifteen- 


year-old boy on a street corner as the 
personification of violence. “Violence 
to me,” she said, “ig when I go to a 
hospital and cannot get 
healthcare...when my mother needs a 
house, a decent place to live, and she 
can’t get it because she doesn’t have 
enough money but worked all her 
life...is children starving in East New 
York...is drugs being filtered into our 


the Rolling Stones Anana gieh 
selves and their frontmen even after 
they pursued successful solo projects. 
“I don’t want you to watch the 


This was billed asthe kickoff of a 
seriesofrallies. Subsequentare sched- 
uled for Los Angeles and Hollywood, 
Florida. 


Celebrate the People 
who make a difference in New Jersey 
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A Whole Lot of of Jazz 


for three years now and I am learning 
something new every time I go to 
practice. 

Today was a celebration of our 
program. Aside from the necessity of 
fund raising, we had a great time 


featuring our young musicians.’ said 
Radam Schwartz, music director. ‘I 
was so happy to have our sister pro- 
gram Mount Airy Jazz Society here, 
with my good friend Tony Williams.” 
“And of course one of my mentors. 
Duke Anderson gave validation to 
the whole affair by the fact he has 
been involved in this music for so 
long as a performer and educator.” 


It’s so nice to see 
where we are at the fourth grade.” I 
want to know where my kids are early 
on so we can identify deficiencies 
before they go unattended too long.” 

Still, while the tests are recieved 
fairly well, there are concerns that the 
tests will be use to pit districts against 
each other, and in the light of the new 
curriculum standards that are to base 
school funding on performance, the 
tests could be used to cut districts who 
desprately need more funding and 
resources. “My concern is people use 
any figure for comparitive purposes,” 
Miyakawa said. “There is a tendency 
to believe that the the thirty special 
needs districts do poorer.” 

Dr. Ronald Larkin, Superinten- 
dent of a special needs district, New 
Brunswick, is in agreement. He says 
there are pluses and minuses to the 
new plan, and he wants to give it a 
chance. “Where it can be a problem I 
think, is that it sets up comparisons 
that are sometimes unfair, and I think 
that is a concern of the special needs 
districts,” he said. “If itis a diagnostic 
to improve curriculum, then I ap- 


rove. 

Tulane Jackson, Director of Test- 
ing in Franklin Township, however, 
says that there is no real need for 
concern. “We don’t use the HSPT’s 
in the wrong way, so I have no reason 
to believe we will misuse the Grade 
4,” she said. “There is a possibility 
that we can identify deficiencies, so 1 
have an open mini 
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Need a mortgage or 
refinancing on a low to 
moderate income? 
The Mighty Hudson can save 
you thousands of dollars. 


Hudson City Savings Bank has a 
long standing tradition of concern 
for the people in the communities 
it serves, including. those with low 


shown in the 


value 


cupied dwelling in one of the counties 


listing below. Private 


mortgage insurance (PMI) is required 
on loans over 80% of our appraised 


to moderate incomes. This can 
now work to your ad- 
vantage if you apply for 
your mortgage or refi- 
nancing at Hudson City 
Savings Bank 

The Mighty Hudson, 
New Jersey's largest sav- 
ings bank, now offers qual- 
ified applicants special low 
rates. With as little as 10% 
down, you can borrow to a max- 
imum of $125,000 to purchase or 
refinance a 1 to 4 family owner oc- 


To make it even easier 
to gain approval, Hudson City 
will apply less rigid qualifying 
standards and lack of an es- 
tablished credit history will 
not disqualify you—provided, 
of course, you can prove 
your credit worthiness and 
ability to repay the debt. 
To apply, phone the Mortgage 
Origination Department at 201- 
967-1900 or 609-428-2740. Your new 
home may be just a phone call away! 


TO QUALIFY, APPLICANT’ 
FOR THE COUNTY v 

Bergen $50,720 Middlesex $53,920 

Burlington 39,440 Monmouth 44,160 

Camden 39,440 Morris 48,400 

Essex 48,400 Ocean 44,160 

Gloucester 39,440 Passaic 50,720 

Hudson 34,480 Somerset 53,920 

Mercer 46,800 Union 48400 
Warren 48400 


FROM NEW JERSEY — FOR NEW JERSE 


Hudson City Savings Bank 
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New Jersey’s largest savings bank 
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* WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 


FAIRFIELD—Seminar, “Leader- 
ship Development Course for Man- 
agers”. Best Western Executive 
Inn. For more information, call 1- 
800-255-4141. 


MAHWAH—Registration for 
Ramapo College's course on sub- 
ject of computer literacy, “DMS - 
Computer Science”. For more in- 
formation, call 201-529-7695. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 27 


PHILADELPHIA—Seminar, “Lead- 
ership Development Course for 
Managers”. Doubletree Club Hotel. 
For more information, call 1-800- 
255-4141 


Raising money for blacks and the business 


How to build Financial networks and access 


By William Reed 


nities. A number of 
blacks need sources of capital invest- 


X who 
have ideas a desires in areas such 
as: g human miseries, im- 


Two things the average Ameri- 
can citizen can count on are: the in- 
evitability of death and assurance of 
having to pay taxes. For most African 
Americans there is a third inevitable 
item: lack of access to business capi- 
tal and financing. No doubt racism 
plays a role in keeping us out of the 
networks where money is made and 
spawn. But, a lack of information and 
knowledge of institutional financing 
keeps most blacks, and their commu- 
nities poor. Economic inequality re- 
mains the single most pervasive and 
consequential problem for African 
Americans. 

Most of America’s blacks, and 


munities now but are frustrated be- 
cause of a lack of access to invest- 
ment capital lenders, 

‘There are many black “wanna- 
be” entrepreneurs who have no idea 
of how to raise the capital needed to 
start businesses. And those who have 
started and owna medium-sized busi- 
ness are looking for expansion capi- 
tal. Many blacks want to start busi- 
ness projects in America’s hundreds 
of inner-city corridors to provide a 
product or service while helping to 
raise the profile of urban areas and 
employment among residents. 

It may come asa surprise to many 
black business, civic, churchandcom- 
munity leaders, but the nation’ s phil- 


NEW YORK: 

sion, “Marketing to Women” at the 
New York International Auto Show. 
Formore information, call212-677- 


‘WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2 


UPPER MONTCLAIR —Financial 
Journalist Bill Griffeth (of CNBC's 
Anchor Wrap and Power Lunch) 
will speak at Partridge Hall, 
Montclair State University. For more 
information, call 201-933-8319. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4 


are ge and 


anthropic has billions of 


devoid of traditional capitalism. Ex- 
perts say a community’s economic 
growth is directly tied to the rate its 
businesses and enterprises are formed 
and expanded. Five percent of Afri- 
can Americans are in business for 
themselves, compared with a rate of 
nearly 40 percent for Asian Ameri- 
cans. Jewish and Asian Americans 
have internal circles and processes 
for enterprise and capital develop- 
ment. African Americans have yet to 
develop internal financial stability and 


dollars available to groups, entrepre- 
neurs and profit-making businesses, 
Such money - like that associated 
with Enterprise Zones - comes in the 
form of outright grants (which is 
money that does not have to be paid 
back), equity investments, letters of 
credit, and direct loans (often at ex- 
tremely low interest rates, and often 
with extended time periods and flex- 
ible terms for repayment). 
Thousands of people who wanted 
to build a house or chicken coop, get 
a job, start a business, get a college: 


ATLANTIC CITY—E: lic Op- 
portunities Conference, “Riding the 
Second Wave of Development” at 
the Townsend Residential Learn- 
ing Center (TRLC), Richard Stock- 
ton State College. For more infor- 
mation, call 609-344-0535. 


stil for 


personal and community develop- 
ment. Financial and technical assis- 
tance networking between black en- 
trepreneurs and capital investors can 
increase the nation prosperity and re- 
duce urban ills. The availability of 
risk capital is critical to African- 
American firms and programs to re- 
habilitate and revitalize our commu- 


degree, 
pursue an idea for an invention and 
even build a tennis court got it done 
with funds from the federal govern- 
ment. For generations the Federal 
government has provided money to 
accomplish a number of social and 
economic objectives. Major U.S. 
companies, such as DuPont and 
Chrysler grew by utilizing federal 


proving the environment, bolstering 
business and creating jobs, smooth- 
ing over dislocations in the economy 
and funding the ambitious and schol- 
arly can also get underwriting for 
their project from the government. 

Many enterprising blacks now 
realize that the nation’s most recog- 
nized corporations and foundations 
have programs that allow funding to 
individual, civic and community de- 
velopment projects. The federal gov- 
ernment has some 1,000 federal gov- 
ernment programs that annually give 
over $700 billion in grants and loans. 
Most blacks seeking funds have not 
taken full advantage of thousands of 
public and private sector giveaways 
because corporate foundations, nor 
Uncle Sam, advertise to let the public 
know of their availability. The ma- 
jority of America’s “free money” goss 
to insiders who know who to goto in 
corporate corridors and how to weed 
out billions of dollars in lucrative 
programs among government agen- 
cies. 

Utilizing proper reference 
sources, more African Americanscan 
contact private and government in- 
vestors forhelp in handling their busi- 
ness, Forexample, programs that link 
minority inner-city labor with adven- 
turous young firms willing to tap this 
large job market can turn bleak situ- 
ations into a bright ones. Be they 
local economic development pro- 
grams, or corporate and/or govern- 
ment grants, appropriate financing 
sources for enterprising blacks can 
help them make their enterprise a 
reality. 
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Bell Atlantic-Maryland 
names first black president 


BALTIMORE (AP) —Sherry F. 
Bellamy has been named the new 
president of Bell Atlantic-Maryland, 
the company announced. 

Bellamy, 44, replaces Daniel 
Whelan, who will become pata 
of Bell Atlantic- he is 


competition in the state,” Bellamy 
said. 

In January the state approved the 
company’s plan to cut the fees it 
charges long-distance carriers to help 
them complete calls. The fees have 
been ious issue in the move- 


the first black woman to serve as a 


ment toward opening phone market 


compan begans March 
1, said Bell Atlantic spokeswoman 
Sandra Amette on Thursday. 

Bellamy said she hopes to work 
with state legislators to allow Bell 
Atlantic to compete in offering long 
distance service in Maryland. 

“I think lawmakers have been 
looking forward to try to encourage 


Long-distance carriers like MCI 
say local phone companies exploit 
regional monopolies to charge up to 
six times more than what the service 
costs. But Bell companies say wheh 
they have cut access charges in the 
past, long-distance carriers pocket the 
cuts as profit. 


Microsoft’s Gates 
gets Soweto on line 


SOWETO, South Africa (AP)— 
In this sprawling black township 


for 99 others Microsoft plans to orga- 
nize in South Africa in conjunction 


from the 


‘can cost: ‘y's Thousand Schools 

a house, few people can think of go- program. The dass. tee every 10 

ing on line. schools will have a computer center. 

Billionaire Bill Gates, chairman Inareas with few textbooks, whole 
Microsoft, ch 

hopes to change that. Internet, according to Lungi 


Gates, 41, on Friday opened 
Soweto’ sfirst free-access “digital vil- 
lage,” a computer center designed to 
give the township's poet residents a 
link to the 


Sigebengu, social responsibility man- 

ager for Microsoft South Africa. 
Butthe computercenters also will 

serve the adult community to help 


Microsoft, along with Rica com- 
puter hardware companies and a U.S. 
development organization, Africare, 
put together a $100,000 computer 
package housed in the ChiaweloCom- 
munity Center, on Soweto’s southern 
edge. 

“Soweto is a milestone,” Gates 
told acrowd of 200. “There are major 
decisions ahead about whether tech- 


NEWARK, NJ 


nology will leave the developing 
world behind. This is to close the 
gap.” 

Just around the corner, horses 
grazed on a tether, goats huddled ina 
cage and Sowetans walked mud path- 
ways to and from their small houses. 

But inside the center, a smiling 
Gates watched 30 students from the 
local Elsie Ngidi primary school play 
with Magic Bus and Creative Writer 
programs. 

None of them had seen a com- 
puter before Thursday when they 
came to the center to become familiar 
with the equipment before the open- 
ing day. 

The Chiawelo center is a model 
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business development. 

“This will teach our children the 
basics of the computer,” said Dorothy 
Nkau, 40, who is unemployed. “I’ve 
never seenacomputer and it’sall free 
of charge.” 

Africare and its representative, 
McDonald Homer of Newark, N.J., 
provided the catalyst for the digital 
village by getting Soweto’s librarians 
interested in computers. 

After the community agreed to 
provide space for the computers —at 
the temporary sacrifice of its 
gymnasium—Africare sought help 
from Microsoft to provide software 
and training. 

Tokyo Sexwale, premier of 
Gauteng Province which includes 
Soweto and Johannesburg, said he 
wants to make sure Africa, after lag- 
ging behind in the industrial and elec- 
tronic revolutions, is not left out ‘6f 
the information age. 

That meshes well with Gates’ 
goal.“Microsoft’s vision,” he said, 
“is to have a computer on every desk 
in every home.” 


1H.D. Auto Supplyi 
11875 South Avenue 
[ Plainfield, NJ 07062 


l Store Hours: 

a.m.-6:00 p.m. M-F 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. Sat. « 
1908-668-4568 
1908-668-4622 


INFINITY ENTERPRISES 
INSTITUT] 


208 Commerce Pl., 2nd FI., 
Elizabeth, NJ (908) 355-7000 


Register Now... New 
classes, Seating is 
Limited!!! 


e PC Assembly & Repair 
(Build your own Computer) 
+ Computer Theory and 
Troubleshooting 
Software training (Word, 
Excel, Windows, Wordperfect 
and other applications) 


Custom Printed Sports Apparel 
Specialty & Advertising Items 


Team Sports, Family Reunions, 
Schools & Clubs 

@ Art & Design Services & 
Business Gifts 


Phone: 908-486-6688, 
Fax: 908-486-2599 


206 N. Wood Ave. 
Linden, N.J. 07036 


‘FAST ACTION 
WHEN YOU 
NEED IT! 


AND INSURANCE 
AUTO - HOME - HEALTH 
24 HOUR SERVICE 


908-753-6112-OFFICE 
908-400-1251 


JOHNNY McPHERSON 
159 EAST 4th STREET 
PLAINFIELD, N.J. 07060 


ACTION BAIL BOND) 


Comprehensive Personal and 
Small Business Financial Planning 


Baron Hilliard 
Associate 


Ford Financial 


The Ford Financial Group 
11 Eagle Rock Avenue 
East Hanover, NJ 07936 


is 
201-884-1700 908-412-1924 


Helping You Secure Your Financial Future 


Rigs Reese cr sacurnes and tnana: vargas 
NS et enter Naso, 
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ARTZ/ENTERTAINMENT 


City News 7 


BillBoard 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 26 


NEW BRUNSWICK—Moscow 
Festival Ballet at the State The- 
atre. For more information, call 
908-246-7469. 


JERSEY CITY—“Mid-Day Con- 
cert” at Jersey City State College. 
For more information, call 201- 
200-3151 


THURSDAY, MARCH 27 


NEWYORK—Premieres of dance 
productions, “Umeus”, “Change”, 
and “Still Life” by C.O.D.A/NY at 
Lincoln Center. For more infor- 
mation, call 212-875-5151. 


NEW YORK—Exhibit, “Colored 
Town/Overtown 1947: Max 
Waldman h Ineo of a Southern 


Book signing part of fundraiser 
for million man mansion 


NEWARK— Ruby Shivers, au- 
thor of a new book, We Must Reject 
Tired, Trite, Tasteless and Other Non- 
sensical Expressions that Keep Us 
Damaged, signed copies of her new 
book at a fund-raiser for the Million 
Man Mansion March 15, sponsored 
by the New Jersey Chapterof Women 
in Support of the Million Man March 
(WISMMM). About sixty people 
arende the event for the mansion 


Youth in Pursuit of Knowledge, says 
the book is doing very well, and those 
who have read it and spoken to her 
canrelateto much of the book. “Iwas 
in Queens, and I had five minutes to 
get up on stage,” Shivers recalled. “I 
was swamped by people who read the 
book, and say they can remember the 
times when they themselves have said 
some of these expressions. Even 


inJune 
as ie new headquarters of the 
WISMMM. 

We Must Reject...takes a serious 
look at expressions that people use 
nage oil shows how 

people 


Black the 
Sabur Theater. For more 
information, call 212-491-2259. 


NEW YORK—CODA (Coalition of 
New York Dance Artists) presents 
ashared program with four dance 
companies. Atthe Alice Tully Hall, 

Lincon Center. For more informa- 


asawhole, Each expressions placed 
indifferent categories, and discussed 
at length, such as “I support Minister 
Farrakhan, but I don’t agree with 
everything he says” ” (categorized as 


though it wi issue, itcanbe 
funny when you realize that we have 
all been guilty.” Shivers wantstodoa 
sequel and include submissions from 
readers who fill out a form on the 
back with their expression. 

With Fredrica Bey aschairperson 
of the state chapter, the WISMMM 
plans to make the Million Man Man- 
sion into a well-rounded community 
center. Located at 53 Lincoln Park, it 
is situated among a number of other 


“real tired”), 
sensitivity training” (“tired, trite,and 
ridiculous”), and “The color of Jesus 


tion, call 212-875-5050. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 28 & 29 
WATCHUNG—"Voices of the 
Swing Era” at the Watchung Arts 
Center. For more information, call 

908-753-0190. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 29 


does not matter” (“contradictory and 
hypocritical”). Shivers, who is also 
host of the cable access program, 


ORANGE—Booksigning to meet 
author Ruby Williams Shivers (We 
Must Reject Tired, Trite, Taste- 
less, and Other Nonsensical Ex- 
pressions That Keep Us Dam- 
aged) at Tune Dada. For more 


As the debate grows over the 
Central Intelligence Agency’s post- 
Cold War mission, Discovery Chan- 
nel presents CIA: America’s SE- 
CRET WARRIORS, a 


pliment them with a day care center 
and schools where children will learn 
about African and African-American 
history and culture. According to 
Shivers, visitors that day were “to- 


Former C.I.A. and KGB agents give startling 
accounts of their covert operations in 
‘C.I.A. America's secret warriors’ 


erations (DO)—the division respon- 
sible for 


In The Sixth Man, a movie about 
“finding self-confidence and becom- 
ing a man”, Marlon Wayans stars as 
Kenny, a young man learning to deal 
with the grief of his brother’s death. 
Justascollege basketball star Antoine 
Tyler (Kadeem Hardison) is about to 
realize his dream of making it to the 
NCAA Championships, he dies, leav- 
ing his younger brother Kenny to 
lead the perennially last placed Wash- 
ington Huskies to victory. Heartbro- 
ken, Kenny loses his drive to win 
until Antoine’s ghost appears, deter- 
mined to take his team from worst to 
first. Nobody understands the reason 
behind the miraculous comeback the 
Huskies make, following the slump 
thatwas triggered by Antoine’s death. 


Ruby Shivers signs her books 


tally overwhelmed” when they at- 
tended the fund-raiser and saw the 
work that has been done so far. She 
will be involved with the Mansion as 
well as writing another book, Dam- 
aged Goods, which will address Afri- 
can-Americans who by their actions 
have either hurt or rejected African- 
Americans as a people. 


first time on television—who talk 


the Agency’s inner culture and char- 
acter and provide a provocative look 
at this some- 


information, call (201)673-4446. 
lookat this top-secret agency and the 
eager crusaders who fought its hid- 
den war against Communism for 
nearly fifty years Former officers 
from the CIA’s Directorate of Op- 


Fax Billboard events ` 
908-753-1036 
‘PETROCELLI REPRESENTS LISA MARIE 

PRESLEY IN JACKSON CASE 


LOS ANGELES (AP)—The lawyer who grilled O.J. Simpson during his 
civil trial is reportedly representing Lisa Marie Presley in connection with a 
lawsuitaccusing Michael Jackson of child moles- 
tation. 

The syndicated news show “Inside Edition” 
reported Daniel Petrocelli accompanied Ms. 
Presley into a Miami court Friday for a deposition 
related to the lawsuit and is her lawyer in the 
matter. 
The father of a boy who accused Jackson of 
molestation sued the pop star last May for alleg- 
edly violating a promise not to discuss their out- 
of-court settlement. 

A13-month investigation of Jackson began in 
August 1993 whena then-13-year-old boy claimed 
the performer had sex with him. Itended after Jackson reached a f-court 
settlement with the boy, reportedly for $15 million to $20 million. 

Prosecutors in Los Angeles and Santa Barbara counties concluded their 
inquiries without filing criminal charges. 

Also included in th i was ana ke , Which the 
boy’s father said Jackson violated ina television interview with Diane Sawyer 
“Prime Time Live” in 1995. On the show, Jackson vehemently denied the 
molestation allegations. 

The lawsuit brought by the boy’s father stated that Jackson, Presley, 
Jackson’s companies, ABC-Capital Cities and Sawyer, among others, were 
all ible for breaking the 

Jackson denied the lawsuit’s contentions. 

A lawyer for the boy’s father said he hopes to prove that Jackson’s 1994 
wedding to Ms. Presley in the Dominican Republic was a sham, because 
California law provides that a person cannot be forced to testify against his or 
her spouse, 

If lawyers can prove the marriage was bogus, they may be able to compel 
Ms. Presley to testify against Jackson, said the lawyer, Peter Goldenring. 

Petrocelli was out of his Los Angeles office Friday, an aide said. He told 
the show on the way in to court: “We're here for a pretrial deposition.” 

Tt wasn’t clear why the hearing was in Miami. 


DEATH ROW PRESIDENT GIVES TV INTERVIEW, 
SAYS HE DIDN’T KILL SHAKUR 


LOS ANGELES (AP)—Calling the late rapper Tupac Shakur his best 
friend, Death Row Records co-founder Marion “Suge” Knight said it was 
“crazy” to speculate that he had anything to do with Shakur’s death in Las 


as. 

“Tloved ‘Pac then. I love ‘Pac now. He loved me. That’s my little homey 
andit’s always going to be that way, you know, and nothing’ s going to change 
that,” Knight said in his first jailhouse interview with Fox’s TV show 
“America’s Most Wanted.” 

Lastmonth, Knight was was sentenced to nine years in prison for violating 
his pe probation. 

dge said Knight vi yank me aoe 
Vet cae inLas pt. 7. Hours later, ot 
in a drive-by attack as he rode in Knight’s car. Shakur died six dae Tate 
Knight was struck in the head. 

The case remains unsolved. 

“September 7th is a part of history. It’s a sad day. It’s an educational day,” 
Knight told the TV show in an episode broadcast Saturday night. 

Asked about rumors that Shakur was going to leave the rap label, Knight 
said there was no friction between he and Shakur. 

“If you look at any interview that Tupac did, if you look at any video, any 
TV show he did, one thing he always did was praise Death Row and me and 
him praised each other,” Knight said. 

Common sense should tell homicide investigators that he didn’t shoot 
Shakur, Knight said. 

“Just shoot me in my head, make sure you hit me in my head for it can look 
good. That’s crazy,” he said. 

Knight said police have already questioned the man he believes is 
responsible for the shooting. 

Knight also defended his actions just after the shooting. He immediately 
made a u-turn, away from any hospital. 

“How many people you know, would get shot in the head, where it 
fractures their skull, and instead of just taking off driving and thinking about 
their buddy to make sure they’re alright, do you think any person who got shot 
in the head is going to say, ‘Well, lemme see the quickest way to get to the 
hospital’? The average person I think would be dead.” 

Shakur’s mother, Afeni Shakur, has suggested Knight and Death Row 
cheated her son out of earnings from his records. 

“When I was in jail I gave her a check for $3 million. Plus also you’ ve got 
the paperwork right there ... I think in four or five months Tupac spent $2.4 


dh bati: 


times troubled organization This 
three-part mini-series premieres Mon- 
day, March 31 through Wednesday, 
April 2, and airs from 10-1 1PM (ET/ 
PT) and 1-2 AM (EP/PT) each night. 

CIA: AMERICA’S SECRET 
WARRIORS features former CIA and 
KGBagents—many appearing forthe 


team in 


the and the 

of the ‘Great Game’ of covert action 
and espionage In-depth interviews 
include: four former CIA directors— 
Richard Helms, the late William è 
Colby, Adm. Stansfield Turner and ° 


: Club Bené EE EE 


He's about to be the best 6th 
man anyone has ever seen 


Kenny is the only person who'can see 
or hear Antoine’s wise-cracking, 
prankster ghost that leads the team 
dribbling and slam-dunking its way 
to the championships. Female sports 
reporter R.C. St. John (Michael 
Michele) is determined to get to the 
bottom of the mystery, to figure out 
this comeback. The outcome of the 
film is both comedic and heartfelt as 
Kenny realizes he must ask “the sixth 
man” tò leave the team so he and his 
teammates can play fair and square. 
More than anything else, The Sixth 
Man is about relationships and the 
bond between brothers. 

Wayans tripled as co-executive 
producer, co-writer and co-star. The 
movie opens April 4. 


Kadeem Hardison (center) stars as the wise-cracking, prankster ghost 
of Antonie Tyler, who comes back after an untimely death to lead his 
Pictures' comedy “6th Man” 


35. So. Amboy, N. 


. 08879 


You have been 

and will always be 

a Queen 

to men like us 

the husbands, sons, lovers, brothers, 
uncles, nephews and friends 

men like us 

who still hold you as our greatest 
desire 

jon this earth 

men like us 

who are whole and operating in our 
fullest capacity 

only when you are standing by our 
side 

yes it is your love 

that keeps us strong 

You are the dream 

that has been twisted into a night- 
mare 

lof abuse and neglect 

the cruel winds of abandonment 
has shaken your confidence 

the chilling rains of lies and decep- 
tion 

by men who look like us 

but did not care for you 

have left you hiding in that place 
deep within yourself 

where you are unhappy 

but yet safe from further damage 
yes they look like us 

but are not the same as we are 

and we are calling out to you today 
our Queens 

calling out for you to come home to 
us 

to come in from the cold 

to those of us who care so much 
we are the ones 

who hold you high above 

the value of money and other 
material things 

who will put your safety 

before 

prestige and other assorted ego trips 
yes come home + 


Tribute to Black Women by Michele Dalton 


A song for our 

Sisters, Mothers, | 
Wives and 

Grandmothers 


Í that gift being you 
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come in from the cold 

and we’ll stand together before 
God giving thanks and praises 
and then I will offer a special 
prayer of thanks 

for the most precious gift that he 
has given to me 


and your safe return to me 
come home 

yes come on in from the 
cold 

and let me warm you with 
true love 

Jet me bath you in 
compassion 
please rest yourself 
awhile 

in the patience I am 
willing to extend to you 
come in from the cold 
and I will cry with you 
because without you 
Talso have felt the pain of 
loneliness 

in silent empathy I will 
listen 

to the struggles you have 
faced on your journey 
thus far 

and when you are 
finished 

Twill offer to you 

what you should have 
been given long ago 

my Queen 

my beautiful Black Queen 
Please come home 

yes come in from the cold 
take my hand 

say good-by to what was 
and together with me 

lets 

you and I 

say hello 
o 
each other 
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STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 28 
AT A THEATRE NEAR YOU 
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RELIGION 
CALENDAR | 


EVERY TUESDAY 


HACKENSACK—Prayer service, 
7:30 pm - Donation $5.00. For 
more information call (201) 342- 


EVERY FRIDAY 


HACKENSACK—Chocolate Chris- 
tian Singlesis having an after work 
house gospeljam 7 pm. For more 
information call (201) 342-6118. 


EVERY SATURDAY 


HACKENSACK—House Mix & 
Mingle, 6 pm. For more informa- 
tion call (201) 342-6118. 


EVERY SUNDAY 


HACKENSACK—After Church 
House Get Together 4 pm - Dona- 
tion $5.00. For more information 
call (201) 342-6118. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 28 


NEW YORK—Easter Concert at 
the Unbroken Chain Church. For 
more information, call 212-736- 


SUNDAY, MARCH 30 


Television Program, “Easter Cel- 
ebration” at6 am on WNBC (Ch. 4) 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5 


CARTERET—Luncheon and 
Fashions by “Boucher”, sponsored 
by the Ebenezer AME Church. 12 
Noon at the Holiday Inn. For more 
information, call 908-381-3584. 


Fax religious events to 
908-753-1036 


Cross of Life 
Church going to 
passion play to 
support Jesus 


PLAINFIELD—Passion Plays 
are supposed to involve their audi- 
ences inthe emotions of Jesus’ arrest, 
crucifixion and resurrection, but a 
Union City production has raised 
more passion than usual with the 
ing of an African-American man 
as Jesus 

Ina show of support for the pro- 
ducers and actors of “The Passion 
Play” at Park Performing Arts Cen- 
ter. Union City, a Plainfield church 
congregation has organized a theater 
party to this news-making show, 
in its 83rd season. 

Cross of Life Lutheran Church, 
invites the to join them 


Generations Together: 


The March 
for Jesus 


PATERSON—On May 17, 1997 
at 10.a.m. the March For Jesus will be 
held in Paterson for the fifth year. In 
a world where racial conflicts, vio- 
lence, crime and dysfunctional fami- 
lies persist, the March For Jesus will 
provides an opportunity for reconcili- 
ations healing? unity and positively 
impact on our great city. 

This year’s theme is, “Genera- 
tions Together”. With emphasis on 
prayer for the next generation. A 
growing momentum of invisible im- 
pact that will lead to a great break- 
through in the year 2000, said Veron- 
ica Taylor, Coordinator of the March 
For Jesus for Paterson. At least this 
will send a generation into the next 
millennium on the wave of the most 
powerful united prayer movement in 
history. 

There isan invisible impactas we 
marcll for Jesus. This year again, 10 
million people will raise the name of 
Jesus on the streets of the world. 
Every step is a prayer. That is 20 
million feet trampling the kingdom of 
darkness that is - drugs, violence, 
racial conflict, and disfunctional 
neighborhoods. Over 10 million hours 
of prawrer in a single day, not men- 
tion the hours of prayer in prepara- 
tion. 

Asaresultof the March For Jesus 
in the cities, we have witnessed fel- 
lowshipsamong churches groups and 
racial walls crumbled and the wall 
between the church and the commu- 
nity is beginning to come down. 

This year the March will high- 
light YOUTH of this generation. We 
are requesting the help of thechurches, 
communitv-base organizations and 


Youth Talk 


. The Joy of Easter 


By Rev. Martin D. Odom 


Easter is certainly a time for cel- 
ebration and for young people it has 
always been a special day. Brightly 
decorated eggs, jelly beans, and new 
clothes are enough to get most of us 
excited. As a teenager growing up in 
Newark, it was a tradition that after 
church and dinner everyone would 
put on their new Easter casual clothes 
and go to the movies. For many 
young people in our communities, 
however, Easter is not a time of 
joyous celebration, Rather it is an- 
other reminder of how strained their 
parents financial Situation is at home 
sothere will be nonew suits, no pretty 
dresses, and no new outfits to change 
into after church. There are many 
children in our neighborhoods, some 
may sitnextto youinschool, one may 
be your best friend, for whom Easter 
is a time of pain and feeling left out. 
So young people, if you are fortunate 
enough to have parents or family 


which can afford to buy you some 
new Easter clothes, then count your- 
selfblessed. Butdon’ttreat other youth 
who may not be as fortunate as you 
are as though Easter were not their 
holiday as well. 

Ifthis Easter you are among those 
youth who were not able to get new 
clothes, don’t let that make you feel 
like you are less of a person. Afterall, 
the true meaning and beauty of Easter 
is in newness, but not in new clothes. 
It is in the newness that those who 
accept Christ in their hearts experi- 
ence in their lives. When we hear our 
parents quoting the Bible verse “in all 
thy getting, get understanding,” they 
are very correct. In all of the new 
clothes and whatever else you get this 
Easter, don’t neglect to get a real 
understanding why Easteris atime to 
celebrate. It is appropriate that we 
would get new clothes at Easter time 
but we need to work on getting a few 
other new things. Let each of us work 
this Easter towards developing anew 
commitment to our education and to 
study and work in school as hard as 


we possibly can. Then, let’s develop 
a new sense of responsibility to our 
communities and to each other so that 
we will work to do all that we can in 
whatever way, big or small to make 
where we live a better place. Next, 
let’s use Easter as a time to begin a 
new attitude which causes us not to 
think that we are better or less than 
other young people but to appreciate 
the value in ourselves and what God 
has done and is doing in our lives. 
Finally, for those young people who 
have been caught up in jelly beans, 
Easter eggs, and bunnies, all of which 
are fine, but have not yet made a 
personal decision to accept Christ, 
let’s use Easter to begin a new rela- 
tionship, a relationship with the one 
who made Easter possible. When you 
have a relationship with Jesus Christ, 
then whether you have new clothes or 
oldclothes, good friends orbad friends 
you will truly know the joy of Easter. 

Rev. Martin D. Odomis the Youth 
Minister at St. Matthew A.M.E. 
Church in Orange, NJ. 


Youth summit focuses on Christian Living 


By Candace Waller 


The St. John’s Baptist Youth Sum- 
mit gave the 100-plus people in atten- 
dance an opportunity to learn more 
about Christianity while having a 
good time. 

This event held at St. John’s Bap- 
tist Church in Scotch Plains, on Sat- 
from 


p their 
in the parade on May 17th. For infor- 
mation and registration of anygroups 
or floats, please call 754 -1422. 

The March isnot a protest March, 
not poltical, and no hidden 
agenda...JUST FOR JESUS! 


urday, March 1 
neighboring communities together. 
Students from ages 5-18, along with 
adults were invited to attend. 
Groups were given the opportu- 
nity to learn some computer skills. 
Dataline Computer Services, aschool 
located in Plainfield, provided the 


POPE DENOUNCES ‘DANGEROUS EXPERIMENTS’ 
AND ‘LACK OF RESPECT FOR LIFE’ 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — A few days after the Vatican called for a ban 
on cloning humans, Pope John Paul II denounced “dangerous experiments” 


that harm human dignity. 


In his usual Sunday address to Roman Catholics gathered in St. Peters’ 


changers 


Square, the pop: 
from the Temple of Jerusalem. 


tory of. 


John Paul decried the “temple merchants of our age” who make “the 
marketplace their religion, until they trample ... the dignity of the human 


person with abuses of every kind. 


“We are thinking, for example, about the lack of respect for life, which has 
become at times the object of dangerous experiments.” 

The pope did not mention specifically the news last month that research- 
ers in Scotland had cloned a sheep. On Wednesday, however, the Vatican 


on Saturday, April 5 on a bus trip to 
see the play and to support the actor 
who is cast in the role of Jesus, who 
will be performing that day. 

The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Cross 
of Life Church’s pastor, explained, 
“The power of evil and the sin of 
racism are very strong in our society. 
But the power of good and the power 
of God’s people is stronger. We en- 
courage people to join us in showing 
their support for this production and 
especially for the African-American 
actor, Dez Giles.” 

Tickets forthe theater trip, which 
include bus transportation and the 
performance, are $20.00 for adults 
and $15.00 for children 12 years old 
and under. 

Reservations may be made by 
calling the church office at 755-6788 
by March 29. Seating is limited, and 
interested community members are 
urged to respond promptly. 

The bus will leave Cross of Life 
Church promptly at 12:30 p.m from 
the rear parking lot. Participants are 
encouraged to arrive at 12 


z 
The same thing that’s 
shortening your breath can 
shorten your life. 

If you cough a lot, wheeze, are 
often short of breath or 
frequently feel tightness in your 
chest, see a doctor, You may 
have asthma. But with proper 
treatment, you can control 
your asthma. And your life. 


Ask your doctor if it’s asthma. 
National Asthma Education and 
Prevention Program 


National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
National Institutes of Health 
Public Health Service 


| U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 


to quickly pass laws banning the cloning of 


urge 
humans because people have the right to be born “in a human way.” 

John Paul also denounced environmental pollution and “the merchandis- 
ing of sex” as damaging to human dignity as well as the exploitation of 


children and the poor. 


Cross of Life, Lutheran Church 


and the t 

Sonya Easley, Joanette Barker, 
and Dataline owner Brenda Cook 
were on hand to show students the 
many computer functions. Some of 
the programs and games individuals 
had the chance to learn were Mi- 
crosoft Office ‘97, MS Word, Excel 
Power point, and Christian Baseball. 

Scotch Plains resident Marian 
Lewis enjoyed playing the Christian 
Baseball game. She said that it was 
something she could really get into. 

“This is marvelous,” said Lewis, 
who is a grandmother. “I wish we 
could have this at the church.” 

After lunch, everybody went into 
the fellowship hall to sing. Guest 
choir, Linden Revival Center of 
Carteret Children’s Choir under di- 
rection of Ellen Randsdale, and Nikki 
Gregory sang a few songs and took 
part in the earlier workshops. St. 
John’s Young Peoples and Children’s 
Choir were on the program. 


Kashari Slaughter in tutorial 
session at St James Church 

“I think (the workshops) were a 
learning experience forthe children,” 
said Gregory, a 15-year-old Carteret 
High sophomore. “I learned some 
positive and negative things about 
myself.” 


CROSS OF LIFE 
CHURCH 
ANNOUNCES HOLY 
WEEK AND EASTER 
SERVICES 


PLAINFIELD—To the congre- 
gation of Cross of Life Lutheran 
Church, getting ready for Easter in- 
volves more than buying candy and 
dying eggs. It involves special wor- 
ship services that focus on God’s love 
and gift of eternal life through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. 

‘Thecongregation invites thecom- 
munity to join them in Holy Week 
and Easter services that highlight the 
basic Christian message. 

Cross of Life Church is located at 
1240 East Seventh Street Plainfield, 
across frorn the Armory and just east 
of Leland 

On March 27 a Maundy Thurs- 
day service at 7:30 p.m. will help the 
congregation remember the special 
night in the upper room when Jesus’ 
first offered his supper, which we 
know as Holy Communion. It was on 
this night that he taught service to 
others by washing the feet of his dis- 
ciples, and it was then that he issued 
the commandment that we should 
love one another. All of these events 
will be observed at this worship ser- 
vic 


Holy Week will continue witha Good 
Friday service at 7:30 p.m. This 
Tenebrae service, known as the ser- 


e, 
On March 28 the observance of | 


vice of darkness, begins in candle- 
light, butendsindarknessasthelights | 


are extinguished, reminding us of 
Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion. 


The solemnity of Holy Weekends ` 


with the joy of Easter morning on 


March 30. A celebration service with | 
Holy Communion will be heldat 11:00. ; 


a.m. Special seasonal music will in- 
clude music performed by the Youth 
Chimes Choir and the Family Choir, 
which includes the children’s and 
adult choirs singing together. 

A Fellowship Hour with cake and 
coffee will follow worship. 

More information about worship 


services and activities at Cross of Life .; 


Lutheran is available by calling the 
church office at 755 -67 88. 

Cross of Life is a new congrega- 
tion of the New Jersey Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, serving the Plainfield, 
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area and sur- 
rounding communities. 


Highly rated! 


6 Month Certificate 


GB 75h 


12 Month Certificate 


Minimum only $1,000. 


Variety of other rates and terms available. 
ALSO AVAILABLE FOR IRAs. 


15 Month Certificate 


580 


Be part of 


* Be at least 55 years old 


Mature African-Americans 
With High Blood Pressure 


© Have high blood pressure 
© Have one other risk factor for having a heart attack or stroke, 
such as diabetes, heart disease or be a current cigarette smoker 
Qualifying participants receive FREE high blood 
pressure medicine for up to 5 years. 


fn 


a nationwide research program sponsored 
by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute of 
the National Institutes of Health that will help identify 
the best medicine for preventing heart attacks and 
strokes in African-Americans aged 55 and above. 
As a participant, you will receive medicine that is 
currently used to treat high blood pressure. 


To be considered for participation, you should: 


For more information, please call toll free, 8am - 5pm 


1-888-HEART-OK 
1-888-432-7865 


nual 
Percentage Yield 


Annual 
Percentage Yield 


24 Month Certificate 


75% 


Annual 
Percentage Yield 


INVESTORS 


% 


f 1% 


Percentage Yield 


18 Month Certificate 


Annual 
Percentage Yield 


Rates effective March 17th. 
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Fax legals to: For more information call 
2 CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS “222 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. : 


Notice Notice 
INVITATION FOR BIDS 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY 


LeGat 
OTICE Notice 
outinedabove, 


Theworkofthisproject, as 
inaperiodof One Hundred Eighty (180) Cameos 

Contract Documents are available for inspection at: The 
Gunars Ofico, HOUSING AU THORN (OF E [INN OF 


BOONTON, 360H: rsey 07008, 
the Architect's Office, SECKLERASSOGIATES, Architects 


LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


‘The Housing Authority of the Town of Secaucus, New Jersey 
will accept proposals for Architectural/Engineering services 


ONWEDNESDAY, APRIL2, 1997AT11:00A.M. 
97-8111771 JANITORIAL SUPPLIES 
ONWEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 1997 AT 2:00 P.M. 

97-8118 


TRACTS in order to replace windows & waterproof the exterior of HUD 
cee OCONTRACTRFOR | araPianners, costiansvee,PeekstliNew ou osee- | projet NIOO ect a MS Sen: Seca, New 
2906, and Dodge Reports. Jersey (The Elms). All services must comply with federal, state, 
sir Offi local laws and be in accordance with the existing rules, orders, 
sealed bids forthe following materials: 360 | directives, regulations and handbooks promulgated by the 
/APRIL2, 0AM. Boonton, ee lampy e ; E 

The services that are requested will be as follows: 

o7Bmen FLOOR TILE & ASSOCIATED | andSECKLERASSOCIATES, Architects he A | Te services at are ogee cap 
ITEMS Main Street, Peekskill, New York Telephone No. 14) 739- | 1) Analyze the existing windows and walls in order to make 


as to how tọ install new windows and 


L ETO 
AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF BOONTON. Bidders may 
iti or 


eliminate any water infiltration problems. 
2) Prepare and submit, prior to preparation of the bidding 
re and any related 


ONWEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 1997AT 3:00 P.M. 


accompanied by a check made payable to SECKLER 


fis 


3) eet wis te Bowed i ea In oral e a 


97-B1119/1 
A. , PAGING 


ON THURSDAY, APRIL3, 1997 AT 10:00A.M, 


97-B1120/1 LIES. 


jed. Plans and specifications retumedbefore bidopening 
time willbe entitled toa refund. 


ON THURSDAY, APRILS, 1997 AT 11:00 A.M. 


‘onTuesday, March 25, ft ; 


and 19 Eeccive their input prior 1o 
Borge eve aie bidding doc 

4) Prepare the public bidding documents necessary to install 
new windows and related waterproofing in accordance with 
the New Jersey Local Publig Contracts Law and federal 
procurement standards 


5) Review publie bids and mike à a recommendation 


360Hawkins Place, Boonton, New Jersey. 


Contracts Division ofthe NHAatthe said address. Telephone: 
(20144902358, 


97-B1121/1 PLASTICBAGS 
‘ON THURSDAY, APRILS, 1997 AT 3:00 P.M. 
97-B1122/1 ROOFING SUPPLIES ‘Thursday, April3, 1997. (Bids receivedatterthis time will not 
be accept it 
ON emer ee AT 330 P.N, read aloud. All bids will be reviewed by the Architect and 
97-B1193/1 Owner. 
‘SUPPLIES & XEROX 7042FAX ‘The Owner or Architect, within en (10) days of opening, will 
MACHINE SUPPLIES notify allinterestedparties as totheir decision. 
Newark,57 Newark, N 103at THE HOUSING 
bt AUTHORIT 
A pre-bid conterenco wil be held at tne Newark Housing 
rk, New Jersey, firstfioor 
conference room (G106): 
ONWEDNESDAY, MARCH26, 1997 AT 10:00 A.M. 
97:B1119/1 DIGITAL în the State of New 
NUMERIC PAGERS, PAGING SERVICES Jersey. 
i ese ae Attention is called tothe provision of Equal Employment 
Opportunity and payment not less than the minimum 


Salaries and wages as eet forh in the Speciation. 


Women and Minority Owned Business Contractors are 
encouraged to submit Bids. 


PEOS 127 Atma ton Program. 


No bid: (60) days 
for the opening of Bide without the consent of the 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE TOWN OF BOONTON. 


‘Awards will be made to the lowest responsible bidder. 


COMMISSIONER LESINSKI 
PRESENTS THE FOLLOWING 
RESOLUTION 


SECONDS THE FOLLOWING 
RESOLUTION 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETLNG 


BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commi of the 
Housing Authority of the City of Asbury Park, New Jersey, 
‘Annual Meeting of the Housing Authority of the City 
of Asbury Park shall be held April 14, 1997, at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Board of Commissioner's Conference Room, in the 
Administrative Offi ‘Third Avenue, Asbury Park, 


‘Thereafter, the Board will hold a Workshop Session from 6:30 
to 7:00 p.m. The public portion of the meeting will reconvene 
immediately following Workshop Session, and; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the purposes of the above 
Annual Meeting are: (1) 


Meetings to be held by the Housing Authority of the City of 
ig the upcoming Fiscal Year; and (: 

conduct such other business as may be necessary 

anual organization and reorganization of the Housing 

Authority of the City of Asbury Park, ar 

denominated “NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING”, be 
the bulletin board at the Asbury Park City Hall, 

Asbury Park, New Jersey, and that-a.copy of this resolution be 

filed with the City Clerk of the City of Asbury Park and; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thata copy of this resolution 

be sent to the Asbury Park Press, the Coaster, and the City 

News at least seven (7) days prior to said meeting, and post 

in City Hall, Asbury Park; County Clerk's Office, County of 

Monmouth, 


VOTE ON RESOLUTION 


3 


YES 
Commissioner Lesinski X 


NO ABSENT 


Commissioner McGriff X 
Commissioner Ascari X 
Commissioner Hughes X 
Commissioner Richman X 
Commissioner Ricks, X 
Commissioner Shelton |X 


1 hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted at 
meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Housing 
Authority of the City: of Asbury, Park, on thel0th day of 
March 1997. 


sua e ee 
“ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID 


THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE 
TOWN OF BOONTON WILL RECEIVE 
SEALED BIDS FOR: 


CONTRACT#5 
NEW ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
BUILDING 


125CHESTNUT STREET 
1994/1995 COMPREHENSIVE 
IMPROVEMENT ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 


Associates, and describedin generalas: 


By Order of the Housing Authority of the Town of Boonton 
responsible bidders. any ae 
No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ARCH 14, 1997 
NHA 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NEWARK LEGALNOTICE 
HAROLDLUCAS i dni 
‘The Combined Federal Campaign of Northem New Jersey 
sie EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR_ | (covering the northern 13 counties) is accepting applications 
from local charitable organizations during the period of March 
HOUSING AUTHORITY, 17, 1997 to May 2, 1997, to May 2, 1997, for inclusion in the 
OF THE Fall 1997 campaign brochure. The CFC is an annual drive to 
‘ sage ook oe is bbe T, 
CITY OF ASBURY PARK, NEW 
JERSEY 07712 listed in the campaign sce pe ane 
‘made by a commit dera of 
COMMISSIONER ASCARI arita are defined în Federa Registr § CFR, Part 950, t 


revised November 24, 1995. 


To qualify, organizations must meet eligibility criteria, 
including proof of 501 (c)(3) status with the IRS, a copy of IRS. 
Form 990, an independent audit if revenue is over $100,000, 
administrative & fund-raising expenses of 25% or less, and 
other requirements. 

To receive an application, call (201) 624-8300 ext. 200. The 
deadline for retum of applications is May 2, 1997. 


Boar ‘concerning the lowest as he 
blader 


6) Atend metings of the Autghty’s Board of Commissioners 
and meetings with Authority sat which are relevant to the 
project 
TReview and approve the seleeted contractor's shop drawings 
related construction document submittals 
8) Perform all services required of the architect as set forth in 
the standard form of contrat as prescribed by HUD and 
included with this RFP. 
9) In cooperation with the Authority make regularly scheduled 
inspections of all construction work. Written minutes and 
notes of the job meetings must be prepared and distributed to 
the contractor and the Housing Authority. 
censure that all work is being 
se with the approved contract 


10) The architecvengineer 
performed in strict conform 
documents. 

11) Advise the Authority on Special problems and any changes 
in the work. Prepare 

orders involv 

of contrast time for exeeufon by the Authority and the 
contractor. 


12) Review and approve h requisitions for payments 
submitted by the contractors 
13) Perform the final inspection and prepare a punch of 
incomplete or defective work and, 
documents and recommend monetization of any such pe 
14) Certify as to the full completion of the project for payment 
of amounts withheld at the time of settlement. 


if necessary, 


15) If requested by the Authority, inspect the project after fin 
acceptance and before expiration of any plicable ginrantes 
or warranties. 


Qualifications: 
D Must be licensed in the ‘State of New Jersey to provide 
architectural/engineering. services 

2.) Must be approvable by. the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development to provide these services. 
3) Should have previous experience providing these services 
on a similar scal 


4) Should have experience in preparing HUD approved public 
bidding document 


Proposal Submi 


Atl persona iuersted/spubgiing a rene ree 
architectural/enginees 


‘The form of contract is available at the office of the Housing 
Authority! Proposals should be delivered to the Housing 
Authority of the Town of Secaucus, 700 County Avenue, 
Secaucus, New Jersey on or before. April 24th, 1997 by 4:30 
PM. The Housing Authority will utilize the “competitive 
negotiation” process in its selection procedure. A copy of 
the rating system has been attached to the RFP for review by 
those parties interested in submitting a proposal 


Date: 9/13/97 


? gg- a WILLIAMF. SNYDER 

o ee NONA D | o EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR 
ae g ADVERTISEMENT FORBIDS 

iicrense your LEGAL NOTICE 
‘customers. MORRISTOWN HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Anies in the C.G.P. CONTRACT NUMBERS 
City News BUILDING NO. 10 
Service BOILER ROOM RENOVATION AT 

Directory MANAHAN VILLAGE, NJ23-3 


Call 908-754-3400 
for details. 


PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that sealed proposals will 
be received by the Housing Authority of the Town of 
Morristown (hereinafter called the Authority) in the County 


istown, New 


Jersey, on April 14,1997, at 10:00 a.m, prevailing time. The 


ERVICE DIR 


Authority reserves the right to waive any informalities in bids 


‘on March 25,1997, at the Authority's Administrative Office at 
31 Early Sucet 
= sealed bids for: 

TRACT 3 Bing No, 10 Boiler Room Renovation st 
Marahan Village, N12 
All work incidental thereto, in accordance with Specifications. 


Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or Bid Bond in 
the following amounts: 

BIDS AMOUNT 

up to $200,000 10% 

$200 000 - $400 000 $20,000 

over $400,000 s% 


Bids must be accompanied by consent surety regardless of 
whether a check or Bid Bond is submitted. All bonds and 
consents of surety must be written by surety companies listed 
in the most recent Circular No. 570, United States Department 
of the Treasury. 

‘The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at 
the Administrative Offices of the Authority. Copies of the 
Contract Documents may also be obtained at said offices 


payable to the “Morristown Housing At 
set. DOCUMENTS WILL NOT BE alle PAYMENT. 
FOR DOCUMENTS IS NON-REFUNDABI 


The n 
Performance and Labor and Material Payment Bond, written 
by a surety listed in the most recent Circular No. 570, United 
States Department of the Treasury, as the Authority may 
prescribe and with such sureties as they may appro 

AIl Bidders must be authorized to do business in New Jersey. 
idder which is a corporation not chartered under the 
must submit an affidavit 
ceri a ald corperin is authorized to do business 

in the State of New ee 


Bidde Public 


April 28, 1997, Monday 
2:00 pm - Conclusion (Afternoon Session) 
and 


600 pm - Conclusion (Evening Session) 


SHIRLEY A. DELIBERO 
EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR: 


$140.28 NEWJERSEY TRANSIT CORPORATION 


BUILDING MANAGER 


keris abnanance| andl Sayios| pian ahsinons, 
manage budget for 250,000 s 
Jordoss BAW jechatioal or skoiteal enone, 
Business Administration or Construction Administra- 
tion; or five plus years experience in building construc- 
tion and maintenance supervision. Working knowl- 
edge of Federal, State and City Codes. Computer 
literacy; Excel and Word a plus. Excellent spoken and 
written communication skills. Send cover letter and 
resume to: 
New Jersey Performing Arts Center 
Atin: Human Resources Department 
‘One Newark Center; 16th Floor 

Newark, NJ 07102 

Fax: (201) 648-6724 

(no phone calls please) 


EOEM/F/H/V 


Help Wanted: Earn up to $500 per week assembling 
products at home. No experience. Info 1-504-646- 
1700, DEPT. NJ-6155. 


HELP WANTED 
LIBRARY ASSISTANT, TECHNICAL - Related work 
experience inMARC record cataloging. 35hour, ben- 


Law 1975, c. h27 which penalas 1o “Ng Disriinton” 
and “Affirmative Actions”, and Public Law 1977, c. 33, 
which requires a Statement of Corporate Ownership. 


efits. 
‘open April 1. Union County residents preferred. Send 
resume to: Joanna Tsao, Clark Public Library, 303 
Westfield Avenue, Clark NJ07066, by March 31. EOE 


EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR 
$143.00 Y 


NJ TRANSIT PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 


ie New Jersey Transit Corporation (NJ TRANSIT) is 
per publie hearings in order to gather information 
and receive comments from interested parties concerning 
programs developed pursuant to the Senior Citizen and 
Disabled Resident Transportation Assistance Act 
(SCDRTAP). A hearing will be held in eact 


HELP WANTED 


SUPERINTENDENT, TON nScHoots 
RY HILL, 


The Board of Education of the suburban Township of 
Ci 


for the position of Superintendent of Schools. Well 
known for its dedication to professional excellence 


insesoiance wih Secon Sof 19646 a8 of SCDRTAP. 


ment 
asthe: 


Each hearing wi 
ere ie a Trenie, Marines) tad West Hampton, 
New Jersey in accordance with the statute. 


ee Disabled Resident Transportation 
ogra 


ser 
program also funds accessibility improvements to NJ 
TRANSIT fixed route bus and rail system, the provision of 
technical assistance to the counties and the administration of 
the statewide program. All materials to be revised at these 
hearings are available in accessible formats on request. 


Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should 
contact Albert R. Hasbrouck, III at (201) 491-7022 no later 
than five (5) business days prior to the public hearing or an 
interpreter will not be available for the particular hearing, 
‘The public is invited to these 
have a ful 


hearings at which time they will 


z 
i 
5 
= 
3 
i 
E 
F, 
T 
zt 
2 


written comments for the record m: 
Hasbrouck, II, New Jersey Transit Corporation, One Per 
Plaza East, Newark, New Jersey 071052246 by April 29, 
1997. In accordance with the above statute, public hearings 
will be held as follows: 


Pi noes ot 3 


CA A K-12districtmade up of 17 schools (2 

HS,2MS, 12Elem, 1 Alt/Spec), 10,400students, a statt 

of 1400 which includes a professional staff of 820, 50 

administrators, and a $94 milion budget. QUALIFICA- 

TIONS: Possess or be eligible for a N.J. School 
‘scertificat 


3years), Assistant Superintendent, and/or other Cen- 
tral Office staff positions, Possess seasoned execu- 
tr 


taffevalu 


nity relations, and pected Searing date: Onor 


Negotiable. eE E e Completed 


, 1997. Ple i, 


25, 1997 to: CHERRY HILL BOARD OF EDUCATION, 
c/o Donato (Dan) Stelluto, Consultant, Dept. I, New 
Jersey School Boards Association, Greens of Laurel 
Oaks, 1181 Laurel Oaks Rd., Suite 101, Voorhees, NJ 
(08043,609-346-2500, Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 


LOCALREPORTER 


Local sotul 


CENTRAL PLACE: 
GION: Multi-purpose 

1035 Parkway yes 

Trenton, NJ 08625 

April 23, 1997, Wednesday 

2:00 pm - Conclusion (Afternoon 

Session) and 6:00 pm - Conclusion 

(Evening Session) 


NORTHERN PLACE: Morris County 


reporters for Newark, East Orange, Elizabeth, Irvington, 
Hilside, Paterson, Teaneck, Englewood, Hackensack, 
Plainfield, Montclair, Camden, Trenton, Willingboro, 
Asbury Park, New Brunswick. Send3clipsandresumeto 
CN Personnel, PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07060. 


REGION: Public Meeting Room - Sth Floor 


DATE: April 24, 1997, Thursday 


2:00 pm - Conclusion (Afternoon 
Session) 


Time: 


and 
6:00 pm - Conclusion (Evening 
Session) 

SOUTHERN PLACE: Burlington County Human 

REGION services Building 


West Hampton, NJ 08060 


ddr W 


YES Teen Reporters 
PO Box 191 Plainfield, NJ 07060 


ffi Spaca kvi (roi er Wes 
ies w start up oF 

recently established small businesses. Lobby recep- 
faxing, 

iry and other computer asst'd 

Off street parking, close to public 


avai 
EEE 


757-515 
FOR SALE 


HOUSE FOR SALE 


ACCOUNTANTS ACCOUNTANTS BEAUTY SUPPLY |CATERER/HALLRENTAL| CONSULTANTS CONTRACTORS | Largo one-tamily, 4 BR, 
LR, DR, den, eat-in 
BUSINESS TALIAFERRO & | IBS INDEPENDENT | IRVINGTON MANOR GUSTAV EVANBOW wane, foyer i bask 
SOLUTIONS, INC. ASSOCIATES BEAUTY SUPPLY HENINGBURG CONSTRUCTION |- DA coun, Move-in con: 
43 Washington Ave. ASSOCIATES CO. INGS |, | Certan 1 fexeotent 
30-708 Newport Pkwy 20 Monroe Court 93 Monticello Ave. Irvington, NJ 07111 : School system, close to 
Jersey City, NJ 07310 | East Windsor, NJ 08520 | Jersey City, NY 07304 40 Clinton St. 67 Sanford Street | (oes) esnin ata 
Panay 40454 Newark, NJ 07102 East Orange, NJ 07018 
201-798-8244 609-443-0985 201-333-3350 4 
201-624-6715 201-674-1250 BUSINESS 
Constuction trade consulting Fax: 201-674-1227 FOR SALE 
Twenty-seat diner 
CREDIT EMERGENCY SERVICES| ENTERTAINMENT __EMPLOYMENT/TEMPS | INTERNET SERVICES _| [1 iake out business 
lly equipped, Of street 
ADVERTISE YOUR ing. 

CRED-EX INFORMATION MOBILE DJ'S PRODUCT OR SERVICE | Businese/Buliding. 
= [e) NEWARK CAD ASSOCIATES FREE ON THE Gross $250,000. indus. 
SERVICES INC tie | Re INFORMATION SUPER | "8 nets o 
" SERVICES FOR Machina cation located n Union 
FAMILIES, INC. 908-755-4711 440 Bloomfield Ave. | pean 49000000 memet Usors| oar Cali (908) 

900 Park Ave. Ask for C.J. Montclair, NJ 07042 “worldwi 688-2440 after 4pm 

Plainfield, NJ 07060 303 Washington St. Parties, events, tapos * Show your products in tul color 
Newark, NJ 07042 201-744-3132 R An ; 
908-755-4177 - EE RAEN Advertise 
Fax: 908-755-9576 201-643-5727 C= ) Taro zae sera i 
"AX 908-968-3512 Your Bids 
MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES MUSIC PLUMBING 


TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM ALL 
MEDICAL FACILITIES 


* Hospitals * Doctors * Dialysis * Mental Health Clinics 


* Rehalb. Centers * And More 


AWWA Medical Trans 


WE PROVIDE WHEELCHAIR & MEDICAL 


BIG BEAT RECORDS 


207 East Front Street 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 


201-744-3132 
Records, tapes, cd's, DJ 
equipment 


establishing temporary site utility connection, and 


site improvements at Chestnut Street Apartments. The 
scope of work shail include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 


if 


908-699-0368 
. We are professional, reliable and curates. > 201-653-7763 
MEDICAID, 4-800-676-7763 


foryourappoinment (TOLL FREE) 1-888-333- 


EDDIE'S PLUMBING 
& HEATING 
SPECIALIST, INC. 
Willie E. Irving - Lic. # 7606 


881 Gates Avenue 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 


Reach the African -American 
community with the 
City News Service Directory. 
Call 908-754-3400 


And 
Classifieds 
in City 
News Call, 
908-754-3400 
FAX, 
908-753-1036 
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Black women's group objects 
to suffrage statue in capitol Rotunda 


it honors. 


pi 
Associated Press writer 


The former slar and 


campaign to move the statue from a 
first-floor corridor 


champion ofvouingnghisfosine 


Rotunda, said Ms. Tucker’s requestis 
She said she could not 


WASHINGTON (AP) — After 
more than three decades of effort, a 
marble memorial to three famous 
women suffragists is moving out of 
obscurity and into the Capitol Ro- 
tunda. But a black women’s group 
does not want it there. 

The National Political Congress 
of Black Women, which supported a 
four-year campaign to display the 
sculpture beneath the Capitol dome, 
now wants it kept out because So- 
journer Truth is not among the women 


should 
slab of the 13-ton acm E 
civilrights activist C. Delores Tucker, 
chairwoman of the black women’s 
group. 
“Wecannothave this beingraised 
now without the truth about those 
who have been involved in the 
struggle,” she said. 

The statue, a gift to Congress, 
honors suffragists Susan B. Anthony, 


find any documentation that the ex- 
slave was ever intended to be apart of 
the statue. 

“This was the original piece that 
was in the Rotunda and we're trying 
to restore it” there, said Ms. Staser, 
president of the National Museum of 
Women’s History in Alexandria, Va, 

“If there was a new piece of work 
who knows what that 


Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, who were white. 
But Karen Staser, who led the 


would include.” 
She said Ms. Tucker’s objections, 
raised last year after both houses of 


Home owners can fight City Hall if 
they know how the system works 


By Vivian Marino 
AP Business Writer 


Ask most people to cite their big- 
gest gripe about home ownership and 
the reply will likely be the same: 
rising property taxes. 

Taxes on residential and com- 
mercial real estate have climbed 
steadily as local governments wrestle 
with recurring budget shortfalls. The 
total property tax bill is expected to 
reach $195 billion at the state and 
local level this year, up from nearly 
$190 billion in 1996 and $168 billion 
at the start of the decade. 

Most of the 13,500 taxing juris- 
dictions get abouta third of their total 
revenue from property taxes. 

Residents have only limited input 
into the budget process that sets tax 
rates. However, they may be able to 
lower what they pay, mainly by ap- 
pealing theirhome’ sassessed value _ 
the vehicle used by most municipali- 
ties to quietly raise taxes and avoid 
outwardly hiking rates. 

The window of opportunity for 
appeal is typically in the spring, the 
time by which property assessment 
notices are mailed out. Yet experts 
say few homeowners bother to ques- 
tion their local taxes. 

“Most people are very ardent 


ing device,” said Peter Sepp, aspokes- 
person for the NTU 

If you find your assessment is 
above prevailing market values in 
your neighborhood, there are steps to 
take that could bring it down. First, 
you must decide whether you want to 
do it yourself or hire a professional. 

“You ought to be able to know 
whether you can handle it on your 
own after an afternoon of research,” 


right to string power lines across your 
backyard can reduce assessed value 
as well. 


Any exemptions should be note : 


Congress had agreed to display the 
piece in the rotunda for 12 months, 
will not jeopardize plans for the 
$75,000 move in the spring. 

A special committee will decide 
later on a permanent home. 

The statue, formally known asthe 
Portrait Monument and created by 
Adelaide Johnson, has a history al- 
most as anguished as the movement 
itself. 

The National Woman’s Party 
commissioned the piece in 1920 and 
presented it to Congress the follow- 
ing year, but lawmakers removed it 
from the Rotunda to a far-less-visible 
site soon after. Women’s groupshave 
tried for 32 years to get it back to the 
Rotunda, a popular tourist attraction. 

Meantime, the monument is the 
object of a separate tussle. Sen. John 
Chafee, R-R.L, objects to plans to 
boot a statue of Roger Williams — 
founder of the senator’s home state 
— from the Rotunda to make way for 
the Italian marble replica of the suf- 
fragists. 

None of the 11 statues and busts 
in the Rotunda honors women. But 
the ce ions of Sojourner Truth 


aswell. 
to residents with special needs, i 
as low-income families, senior citi- 
zens, veterans and their surviving 
spouses, and the disabled. Butthey’re 
not automatic; residents must apply 
for them. 

If no mistakes or oversights are 


said Sepp. 
Tax Itants and 
attorneys charge either a flat fee or a 
contingency fee, usually averaging a 
third of the firs tax savings. If 
there are significant tax savings in- 
volved, it may be worth the expense. 
Scott Renne, the assessor for Min- 
neapolis, where properties are revalu- 
ated annu 
cent and 35 percent of those who 
make appeals to his office receive 
refunds. His department expects to 
handle 3,000 challenges in the com- 
ing weeks, or 2.5 percent of the 
120,000 taxable parcels in the city. 
“A lot of these people are frus- 
trated by taxes ... and frankly we 
don’t blame them,” Renne said. 
“Elected officials spend our tax dol- 
lars on forming the system; that’s 
where the complaints should be di- 
rected. The state Legislature has the 
ability to shift tax burden from homes 


about their federal i the; 

look for every loophole to get out of 
paying,” said Frank J. Adler, author 
of the book “How to Reduce Your 
Property Tax. “But when they get 
their (assessment) notices, they tuck 
it under the rug. If people really start 
to look at this, they’ll realize they’re 
paying more than their fair share.” 

The National Taxpayers Union, a 
taxpayer’s advocacy group based in 
Arlington, Va., estimates that as much 
as 60 percent of the taxable property 
in the United States may be 
overvalued, and therefore overtaxed, 
but says only about 3 percent of 
homeowners bother to dispute their 
assessments. 

More than half of those that do, it 
says, ultimately obtain some relief. 

Part of the reluctance to initiate a 
challenge lies in the appeals process 
itself, which at best can be described 
as cumbersome and at worst, intimi- 
dating. Individuals are placed further 
out of touch by the fact that their 
mortgage companies usually pay the 
property taxes for them through an 
accumulating escrow account. Many, 
therefore, ignore the assessment no- 
tice since it’s nota bill, along with the 
fine-print appeals instructions. 

“The governments try to make it 
all mysterious,” said Adler, a Miami 
jeweler by trade who has successfully 
appealed his own taxes 13 times and 
saved thousands of dollars. “That kind 
of puts a shroud around the statement, 
“You can fight city hall.” 

But most taxpayers can success- 
fully fight city hall as long as they 
have a strong case they can back up 
and understand how the system works. 

The most important point to real- 
ize is that no one wins an appeal 
simply by arguing their taxes are too 
high. 

Property tax rates are set by a 
budgetary process _ officials decide 
how much revenue should be raised 
and divide that amount by total as- 
sessed value in the community. The 
only way to reduce taxes is to lower 
your assessment. 

Allassessments are based on mar- 
ket values determined by the 
assessor’ s office. Some local govern- 
ments use a percentage of the total 
value, or some other ratio, to calcu- 
late the tax bill, which at first glance 
can sometimes appear deceiving low. 
(To calculate the actual value: Divide 
the assessment amount given in the 
notice by the residential assessment 
ratio, a figure that homeowners may 
need to get from local officials.) 

“People might say, ‘Wow, I’m 
really getting away with something,’ 
not realizing that it’s just an account- 


to farms, to bi or however 
they choose. The assessor’s office 
has no centrol over it. 

Still, the surest shot at gaining tax 
relief is to show your local assessor 
that a simple mistake produced an 
inflated assessment. You can easily 
do this on your own by reviewing 
your property record card in the 
assessor's office for any errors _ Is 
the lot number and description of 
property correct? Are four bedrooms 
listed when there are only three? Make 
sure easements are noted . A utility’s 


discovered, taxpayers still may be 
able to dispute an assessment on the 
grounds that comparable properties 
have been valuated differently. There 
are often various levels of authority to 
take an appeal. 

But homeowners must be pre- 
pared to prove their cases, with pro- 
fessional appraisals or recent sales 
prices of similar properties, both of 
which can indicate declining prop- 
erty values. Find homes comparable 
in location, lot size and square foot- 
age, architectural style and age, and 
research their sments. 

In some states, a qualified ap- 
praiser must be broughtin to testify at 
an appeals hearing, which can be 
costly. In others, an appeal won’t 
even be heard unless an 
overassessment exceeds a certain per- 
centage, usually 10 percentto 15 per- 
cent. 


“Valuation is an art, not a sci- 
ence,” said Mark Olander, a property 
tax law specialist in Chicago. “You 
can have different experts disagree. 
Ten- to 15 percent isn’t something 
you can hold the assessor’s feetto the 
fire.” 

He advises clients to weigh the 
expensesinvolvedin an appeal to any 
potential savings. “It may not justify 
it, and there are some jurisdictions 
where assessments can be raised as 
well as lowered.” 


are not in dispute, She addressed 
equal-rights conventions and cam- 
paigned for Ulysses S. Grant. She 
tried to vote on two occasions, but 
was turned away both times. 

Historians, however, doubt that a 
movement led by middle-class white 
women would have embraced a poor, 
black woman who could not read or 
write. But Ms. Tucker said Sojourner 
Truth’s contributions deserve recog- 
nition. 

“History has been distorted 
enough,” she said. “We don’t need it 
distorted again.” 


NEW JERSEY—Treasury Sec- 
retary Robert E. Rubin today an- 
nounced that 38 banks and thrifts will 
be granted $13. 1 million in Bank 
Enterprise Awards for having in- 
creased their support for community. 
development. The Bank Enterprise 


Louis Prezeau Sr. Pres/CEO 

City National Bank 

Awards (BEA) Program leveraged 
nearly $66 million in private sector 
equity investment and other financial 
support from these banks and thrifts 


City National bank 
receives enterprise 
awards 


economically distressed neighbor- 
hoods have ac to financial capi- 
tal. 

“Bank Enterprise Awards create 
aunique opportunity to forge partner- 
ships between conventional lenders 
and community development finan- 
cial institutions,” Secretary Rubin 
said. “These partnerships will increase 
the flow of credit to create jobs and 
growthin low-incomecommunities.” 

City National Bank of New Jer: 
sey willreceive a$162,065 BEA grant 
forincreasing its lending to distressed 
neighborhoods by nearly $1.7 mil 
lion. In the first six months of 1996, 
the Bank made loans totaling 
$3,250,000 to consumers and for com: 
mercial real estate, single family hous: 
ing, multi-family housing, and small 
businesses. City National Bank of 
New Jersey is a minority-owned na 
tional bank with assets totaling $126 
million. 

Today’s announcement pertains 
to the first round of awards under the 
BEA Program. The program is in 
he to encourage insured deposi 
to make 


to Community D Finan- 
cial Institutions (CDFis) Inaddition, 
the program catalyzed $60 million in 
total direct lending and services pro- 
vided by these banks 21d thrifts within 
the distressed neighborhoods they 
serve. 


Institutions receiving awards are 
located in 18 states and the District of 
Columbia. The BEA Program is de- 
signed to foster partnerships between 
banks and thrifts and CDFIs and is 
another way the Clinton Administra- 


tion helps to ensure that residents of 


E 


in  CDFIs and increase loans and 
seirices within distressed communi 

ties. The BEA Program complements 
another program also administered 
by the CDFI Fund, the CDFI Pro. 

gram, which announced it firstawards 
on July 31 st. The CDFI Fund was 
created as part of President Clinton’s 
initiative to support the creation of a 
national network of financial institu 

tions dedicated to community devel 

opment. 


Children lagging 


Continued from page 3 
of the most urgent problems facing 
children is threatened on many fronts 
by the 1996 welfare law. Every fam- 
ily using food stamps to help feed its 
children will see benefits reduced or 
terminated. Child and family 
homelessness is likely to increase as 
benefit cutoffs exacerbate the federal 
government’s retreat from housing 
assistance. And greater economic 
stress among families may lead to an 
even greater increase in the number 
of cases of child abuse and neglect. 
However, Edelman pointed to a 
number of hopeful signs of commu- 
nity mobilizationtohelpchildren most 
in need. “Parents, communities, 
youth-serving groups, young people, 
feligious congregations and busi- 
nesses are teaching us that we can 
make our children a top priority and 
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that our children’s problems are not 
intractable,” Edelman said. “Withthe 
help of private foundations, much 
maligned but imaginative and dedi- 
cated public officials, well-targeted 
federal, state, and local initiatives in 
communities are making a real dif- 
ference in children’s lives. We urge 
people not to get discouraged by 
alarming statistics or unfair laws but 


JOIN THE MEN OF “GLORY” Afri- 
can-American Civil War Reenactors 
Enjoy conveying history and portraying the African-American military| 
contribution to the Civil War era. Become a “Civil War Reenactor” of Colo 
with the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. 


Contact Leon Vaughan at 201-566- 


Volunteer Infantry PO Box 895, East Orange, NJ 07019. 


to keep standing strong and together 
forchildren.” Edelman said. “On June 
11997, we will again celebrate Stand 
For Children day, not with a single 
Washington rally, but with hundreds 
of events in local communities.and a 
‘virtual’ Stand For Children on the 
Internet to ensure that no child is left 
behind. 


0356 or write to 54th Massachusetts} 
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. it’s a fresh Intrepid realization. 


